
ABORTION – WHAT HAPPENS TO THE UNBORN? 

Shifting Standards - One of the most pressing moral problems of our day is abortion. It is the second most common surgical procedure in the 
U.S., circumcision being the first. Since the historic Roe v. Wade decision on January 22, 1973, in the United States abortions have risen from 
about 775,000 in 1973 to about 1.6 million annually.  Statistics in the U.S. from 1983 through 1988 suggest that about 30 percent of the 
pregnancies of married women were unintended. Of those that were unintended, about 30 percent were unwanted, while the other 70 percent 
were mistimed (i.e., they were wanted, but wanted at another time).  U.S. figures that include both married and unmarried women suggest that 
one of every two pregnancies is unintended. Of those that are unintended, one out of every two is aborted. This means that in the U.S. 
approximately one in every four pregnancies ends in an abortion.2 
 
Prior to 1973, there were abortions in the U.S., but the Roe decision in essence legalized abortion on demand.7 That decision struck down 
existing laws against abortion, but did agree that the government still has a legitimate interest in protecting fetal life. Still, the way the 
decision was written and interpreted essentially abrogated any governmental ability to stop abortion.1

 
In 1974, the research firm of Daniel Yankelovich, Inc., surveyed thirty-five hundred young people, ages sixteen to twenty-five. The 
interviews sought to learn what these selected individuals felt about “every important value” in today’s world.   The study indicated that only 
31 percent considered premarital sexual relations as morally wrong, compared with 52 percent in a 1969 survey. Opposition to abortion 
dropped from 58 percent to 45 percent in the same period. The proportion who considered “Living a clean moral life a very important value” 
fell from 71 percent to 52 percent. It would seem that standards are shifting into the patterns that existed in the days of Noah. 2  —Bible 
Expositor 
 
More than one million legal abortions were performed in the U. S. annually. More than 2% of U. S. women (of reproductive age) obtained 
abortions each year, and a fourth of pregnancies (excluding those ending in miscarriages) were aborted.  The rates of abortion per 1000 
women of reproductive age in countries with liberal abortion laws are as follows:  U. S. (22), Finland (21), Norway & Sweden (20), Denmark 
(27), East Germany (29), Czechoslovakia (26), Cuba (71), Bulgaria (65), Hungary (42), England (11), Canada (10), Scotland (8)…. 
Therapeutic abortions are performed to save the mother’s life. Because of the present state of medicine, such abortions are rare. Ectopic or 
tubal pregnancies are examples. In this kind of pregnancy the fertilized egg does not implant in the uterus but in the fallopian tube.18 Only two 
options are open to the doctor. Either he intervenes to take the baby’s life in order to save the mother’s life, or both baby and mother die. 
Another potential cause of therapeutic abortion is maternal heart disease. At one time women with heart disease were at risk in full-term 
pregnancies. However, that is almost never the case today. The most common candidates for therapeutic abortions are pregnant women with 
cancer (especially uterine cancer). If treatment of the cancer requires either radiation or chemotherapy, that will likely kill the baby. Hence, it 
must be decided whether to delay treatment until the birth of the baby, or begin it immediately and risk losing the child.  Eugenic abortions - 
They are performed to abort a fetus that has or is at risk for some physical and/or mental handicap such as Down’s syndrome. The most 
typical method of determining such problems is a procedure called amniocentesis.19 Amniocentesis cannot be performed until around the 
fourth month of pregnancy, since it requires the development of the placental sac and its fluid. A needle is inserted into the sac, and fluid is 
removed and examined to determine any abnormalities. Amniocentesis is very good at determining problems such as Down’s, but it has two 
limitations. There is a very small group of diseases that it can detect, and it cannot be performed until relatively late in the pregnancy. 
However, as other techniques for detecting problems are developed for the first trimester, eugenic abortions will probably increase, 
particularly since some doctors pressure parents to abort a child where there is the slightest risk of any handicap. For instance, some diseases 
are gender specific. Sickle-cell anemia is a disease only males get. So, if a family is at risk and the baby is a male, there will be great pressure 
to abort this child on eugenic grounds.  Elective abortions - Here the mother’s life is not threatened, and there is no known risk of physical 
and/or mental handicap for the child. The reason for abortion is simply the convenience of the parents (e.g., control of family size, physical 
and/or mental strain on the parents, or financial hardship on the family). Moreover, as it becomes easier to choose the sex of a child, families 
can choose a gender specific child and abort those of the “wrong” sex….A new phenomenon of pressure from the state to perform elective 
abortions is occurring right now in China.- Abortion is rather prevalent and is quite frequently seen as an appropriate method of birth control. 
In Red China—approximately one out of every four persons in the world today lives in China—the government felt that population control 
was a necessity. As a result, in 1979 it introduced a policy that no family is allowed to have more than one child. This policy has led to 
infanticide (usually of female babies) and massive numbers of abortions. Abortions can range as high as 800,000 a year in a single province 
of China.1
 

WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT IT? 

The Bible says don’t do it.  s“You shall not murder.  (Ex 20:13 & De 5:17 NKJV) 
 
The Bible prescribes that punishment is due for causing premature birth and ultimately the death penalty if the premature birth 
causes the death of the child. 
22 “If men 4fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that 5she gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall surely be punished 
accordingly as the woman’s husband imposes on him; and he shall spay as the judges determine. 23 But if any harm follows, then you shall 
give life for life, 24 teye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.   (Ex 21:22-
24 NKJV) 
 
Why shouldn’t we murder another human being?  Because man bears God’s image. 
27 So God created man ain His own image; in the image of God He created him; bmale and female He created them.  (Ge 1:27 NKJV) 
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Human life is thus the most precious and sacred thing in the world, and to end it, or direct it’s ending, is God’s prerogative alone. We honor 
God by respecting his image in each other, which means consistently preserving life and furthering each other’s welfare in all possible ways.3

 
But is the fetus a human being some ask?   
“For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will adrink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit 1while yet in his 
mother’s womb. -  (Luke 1:15 NASV)i   
 
The bible in this instance talks about God living in the fetus himself in the person of the Holy Spirit prior to the birth of the child.   There is no 
precedent for God dwelling in any other created being other than humans.  Even angels do no have the privilege of the indwelling presence of 
God in the person of the Holy Spirit. 
 
God knows the unborn and sanctifies them.  Mankind must be worthy of God’s presence in order to come into His presence.  Unborn are 
worthy.   
“Before I hformed you in the womb iI knew you;  Before you were born I jsanctified 1you; (Jer 1:5 NKJV)  
 
There is an age where we become accountable for our Sins and we are no longer Worthy of God’s presence.  We must be made right with 
God, by being cleansed from our sins and then and only then are we worthy to enter into Gods Presence as the Unborn are. 
 

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE PARENTS WHO ELECT TO ABORT THE UNBORN? 

Despite these notes of caution, we can offer specifics. For example, there are cases of maternal deaths from legal abortions ranging from 1.2 
to 75 per 100,000 abortions.26 There are, however, much more common complications. The most immediate problems are infection and 
bleeding. Bleeding is related to the difficulty in getting the cervix to dilate in the first pregnancies of young girls. Thus, in the very cases 
where abortion may appear to have the strongest argument, likelihood of injury is greatest.27 The long term complications are equally as 
problematic. If an infection is severe enough, it may result in infertility. Even a legal abortion may hinder a woman’s ability to carry a child in 
future pregnancies. The most difficult damage to assess is the psychological damage to the mother and the father. Both parents of an aborted 
fetus often experience severe depression over what has been done.284

 
If you suffer the guilt and shame of having made the decision or having influenced the decision of someone to murder an unborn child there 
is forgiveness for you if you will throw yourself at the mercy of God and agree with God that you are a sinner and that you wish to turn away 
from your sin. 
 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we qconfess our sins, He is rfaithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to scleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we tmake Him a liar, and His word is not in us.  (1 
John 1:8-10) 
 
Ensure that you will be able to meet your loved one whom you never knew by making sure you have been reconciled to God.  That loved 
unborn one, whom God loves is guaranteed to be in the presence of God right now and your duty will be to make sure that you are there to 
meet him/her someday.   

We can learn something about what King David did when faced with his infant son’s death.  

20 So David arose from the ground, washed and qanointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he went into the house of the LORD and 
rworshiped. Then he went to his own house; and when he requested, they set food before him, and he ate. 21 Then his servants said to him, 
“What is this that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and ate food.”  22 
And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; sfor I said, ‘Who can tell whether 2the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child 
may live?’ 23 But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go tto him, but uhe shall not return to me.” (2 Sa 
12:20-24 NKJV) 
 
You bet David is in heaven now with his son.  He couldn’t bring the son back but he could ensure that he went to him. 
 
Man’s Wisdom verses God’s Wisdom 
20 fWhere is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 8disputer of this age? gHas not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For 
since, in the hwisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached 
to save those who believe.ii  (1 Co 1:20-21). 
 
Man’s Wisdom “Evolution” is contrary to the Bible in this, in that it teaches we were created in the image of an Ape.  And man’s wisdom is 
bringing about results such as Abortion in our society as a result of rejecting God’s wisdom.   
 
IF these things in this tract ring true with you here’s what you can do. 
18 Now all things are of God, wwho has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that 
is, that xGod was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 4imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation.  20 Now then, we are yambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be 
reconciled to God.  (2 Cor 5:18-20 NKJV) 
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The one who has been reconciled to God becomes an Ambassador (representative) of Christ and is commissioned to get involved in the 
ministry of Reconciling others to God.  None is exempt if they call themselves one of God’s followers.  It is their duty to get involved, 
explaining to their fellow man the error of their ways and seeking to convince them to be reconciled to God in these matters. 
 
Make sure you are reconciled to God 
Read the word of God (Bible).  Discover things to tell others. 
Tell others (Pass this tract along) 
 
Pray for others 
24 Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, zthat your joy may be afull.  (Jn 16:24 NKJV) 
 
Find someone to share the message to and pray that you will be instrumental in their decision to be reconciled to God.  That is how it works.   

14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And 
how shall they hear pwithout a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: q“How beautiful are the feet of 
those who 2preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, 
r“LORD, who has believed our report?” 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  18 But I say, have they not heard? 
Yes indeed:  s“Their sound has gone out to all the earth,  tAnd their words to the ends of the world.”  19 But I say, did Israel not know? First 
Moses says:  u“I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation, I will move you to anger by a vfoolish nation.”  20 But Isaiah is 
very bold and says: w“I was found by those who did not seek Me;  I was made manifest to those who did not ask for Me.”   (Ro 10:14-20 
NKJV). 

Don’t wait for the invitation.  There are many messages such as this one that we must present to those who are caught up in the error of their 
ways.  Present what you know from the word and God may spark some faith from it in the heart of your listener.   

The song writer said 
hPurge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;  Wash me, and I shall be iwhiter than snow.  8 Make me hear joy and gladness, That the bones 
You have broken jmay rejoice.  9 Hide Your face from my sins,  And blot out all my iniquities.  10 kCreate in me a clean heart, O God, And 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.  (Psalm 51:7) 
 
If that song (prayer) expresses the desire of your hear, pray it and pray the following;  
Pray:   Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I know that you had to suffer and to die to pay for my sin.  I know that my sins are responsible for 
nailing you to that cross.  Please forgive me, (list the things that come to mind).  Please take control of my life and make me the kind of 
person you want me to be.  Please reveal to me the things that you want changed and with your help I will do what you tell me.   
Prayer is communicating with God.  Any words that come to your mind can be used to express your desire to repent of your sins and to come 
to know Christ as your personal Savior.  If you prayed this prayer, the scripture tells you to pray without ceasing.  Pray for what He wants you 
to do continually and seek others who know him so that they can assist you in your new walk with Christ. 
 

(You may contact the person who handed you this tract.) 
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