
GOD’S RULES REGARDING DIVORCE 

Divorce carries with it a message of rebuke for 

unfaith-fullness. Almost all references to divorce in 

the Bible refer to this topic from the male point of 

view.  

1) According to the Old Testament a man must take 

life long responsibility for his wife unless he can 

prove a just cause to divorce her. When a man 

marries a woman, he cannot divorce her for any 

reason except on the wedding night if he finds that 

she is not a virgin. (providing this he did not know 

this before hand.)  Deuteronomy 22 - 13 “If any man 
takes a wife, and goes in to her, and detests her, 14 
and charges her with shameful conduct, and brings 
a bad name on her, and says, „I took this woman, 
and when I came to her I found she was not a 
virgin,‟ 15 then the father and mother of the young 
woman shall take and bring out the evidence of the 
young woman‟s virginity to the elders of the city at 
the gate. 16 And the young woman‟s father shall say 
to the elders, „I gave my daughter to this man as 
wife, and he detests her. 17 Now he has charged her 
with shameful conduct, saying, “I found your 
daughter was not a virgin,” and yet these are the 
evidences of my daughter‟s virginity.‟ And they shall 
spread the cloth before the elders of the city. 18 
Then the elders of that city shall take that man and 
punish him; 19 and they shall fine him one 
hundred shekels of silver and give them to the 
father of the young woman, because he has brought 
a bad name on a virgin of Israel. And she shall be 
his wife; he cannot divorce her all his days.  

2) Fornication equals commitment. If a man rapes a 

woman who is engaged to another without her 

consent then only he is to be punished by death. We 

assume that if it is consensual that both are to be 

punished by death. Deuteronomy 22 - 25 But if out 
in the country a man happens to meet a girl 
pledged to be married and rapes her, only the man 
who has done this shall die. 26 Do nothing to the 
girl; she has committed no sin deserving death. 
This case is like that of someone who attacks and 
murders his neighbor, 27 for the man found the girl 
out in the country, and though the betrothed girl 
screamed, there was no one to rescue her. 

3) A man is bound to provide life long support to a 

women when he takes her virginity, whether prior to 

marriage or after marriage. If he takes her virginity 

before marriage and he has not violated an 

engagement to another, he must marry her and pay a 

financial show repentance to the girl’s family for it, 

because he has violated not only her but her father and 

her mother. Deuteronomy 22 - 28 If a man happens to 
meet a virgin who is not pledged to be married and 
rapes her and they are discovered, 29 he shall pay the 
girl's father fifty shekels of silver. He must marry the 
girl, for he has violated her. He can never divorce her 
as long as he lives. 

4) If a man finds something indecent about his wife 

(sexual perversion such as lesbian) he is not 

commanded to divorce her but he is permitted to do so. 

(He can chose to forgive her, assuming she wants to be 

forgiven.)  Deuteronomy 24 - 1 “When a man takes a 
wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds 
no favor in his eyes because he has found some 
uncleanness in her, and he writes her a certificate of 
divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his 
house, (see also: Matthew 5:31,32)   

5) God forbids reconciliation to the first marriage, once 

the divorced party remarries. However if the partners 

have remained pure there is no reason they may not be 

reconciled. In fact the goal of ultimate reconciliation is 

promoted in scripture, which we’ll see later on. 
Deuteronomy 24 - 2 when she has departed from his 
house, and goes and becomes another man‟s wife, 3 if 
the latter husband detests her and writes her a 
certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends 
her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who 
took her as his wife, 4 then her former husband who 
divorced her must not take her back to be his wife 
after she has been defiled; for that is an abomination 
before the LORD, 

6) God demonstrates his own willingness to take Israel 

back after His own divorce to her because of her 

adulteries. We must conclude that adultery may be 

forgiven when the adulteress is repentant and has not 

entered into a marriage commitment to another man. 

(But no one can force the wronged party to forgive the 

adultery.)  Jeremiah 3 - 12 Go and proclaim these 
words toward the north, and say: „Return, backsliding 
Israel,‟ says the LORD; „ I will not cause My anger to 
fall on you. For I am merciful,‟ says the LORD;„ I will 
not remain angry forever. That you have transgressed 

against the LORD your God, And have scattered 
your charms To alien deities under every green tree, 
And you have not obeyed My voice,‟ says the 
LORD. 14 “Return, O backsliding children,” says the 
LORD; “for I am married to you.  

7) The Bible tells us that all of us have fallen short of 

God’s standard. (Romans 3:23)  And because of this 

all of us are separated from Him. (Romans 6:23). 

God wants to forgive us and reconcile us to himself 

but we must be willing to repent of our sin and to 

confess our need of His forgiveness. The kind of Love 

that God has for us is supernatural. It transcends our 

ability to love each other. When a person comes to 

know the Love of God in their lives it is possible for 

healing and forgiveness in personal relationships to 

transpire. And God can heal that broken heart that you 

may have and he can re-unite your marriage. But it 

takes two persons committed to God’s will in their lives 

who are willing to bow the knee and to confess their 

need of forgiveness of their sins before God almighty. 

God in His love for us made it possible for us to 

receive His forgiveness and to be reunited with Him for 

eternity, by sending to us His only Begotten Son, who 

we are told is God Himself in the Flesh to die to take 

the penalty for our sins and to be risen again from the 

dead to give us the hope of resurrection that we too 

will be risen some day and be reunited with Him 

forever. If you have never put your trust in the Lord 

Jesus Christ who the Bible is clear is God in the Flesh 

who when He died did not die for his own sins but for 

your sins, then pray a simple prayer to Him right now 

asking for the righteousness of Jesus to be seen in 

you and for your unrighteousness to be transferred to 

Christ so that you can be made pure and righteous 

and Holy and able to receive God’s Holy Spirit into 

your life, who will guide you into all righteousness. He 

will guide your steps and He may reconcile your 

marriage if it is His will to do so and if your partner also 

comes to know the Lord Jesus Christ’s forgiveness of 

their sins.  Jeremiah 3 - 7 And I said, after she had 
done all these things, „Return to Me.‟ But she did 
not return. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 
Then I saw that for all the causes for which 
backsliding Israel had committed adultery, I had put 
her away and given her a certificate of divorce; yet 

her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but went 
and played the harlot also. 9 So it came to pass, 
through her casual harlotry, that she defiled the land 
and committed adultery with stones and trees. 10 And 
yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah has not 
turned to Me with her whole heart, but in pretense,” 
says the LORD. 

GOD’S EXAMPLE IS ONE OF FORGIVENESS AND 
RECONCILIATION AFTER DIVORCE. 

Jeremiah 3 - 11 Then the LORD said to me,  
“Backsliding Israel has shown herself more righteous 
than treacherous Judah. 12 Go and proclaim these 
words toward the north, and say: „Return, backsliding 
Israel,‟ says the LORD; „I will not cause My anger to 
fall on you. For I am merciful,‟ says the LORD; „I will 
not remain angry forever. 13 Only acknowledge your 
iniquity, That you have transgressed against the LORD 
your God, And have scattered your charms To alien 
deities under every green tree, And you have not 
obeyed My voice,‟ says the LORD. 14 “Return, O 
backsliding children,” says the LORD; “for I am 
married to you. I will take you, one from a city and 
two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion.  

GOD WILL TURN HIS BACK ON US IF WE DIVORCE OUR 
WIVES UNJUSTLY BECAUSE GOD HATES DIVORCE. HE 
CONSIDERS IT A VIOLENT ACT. 

Malahi 2 – 13 And this is the second thing you do: 
You cover the altar of the LORD with tears, With 
weeping and crying; So He does not regard the 
offering anymore, Nor receive it with goodwill from 
your hands. 14 Yet you say, “For what reason?” 
Because the LORD has been witness Between you and 
the wife of your youth, With whom you have dealt 
treacherously; Yet she is your companion And your 
wife by covenant. 15 But did He not make them one, 
Having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He 
seeks godly offspring. “Therefore take heed to your 
spirit, And let none deal treacherously with the wife of 
his youth. 16 “For the LORD God of Israel says That 
He hates divorce, For it covers one‟s garment with 
violence,” Says the LORD of hosts. Therefore take 
heed to your spirit, That you do not deal 
treacherously.” 17 You have wearied the LORD with 
your words; “Yet you say, “In what way have we 
wearied Him?” In that you say, “Everyone who does 
evil Is good in the sight of the LORD, And He 
delights in them,” Or, Where is the God of justice?”  



GOD WANTS CHILDREN RAISED IN GODLY HOMES. 
CHILDREN OF DIVORCE HAVE A HIGH CHANCE THEY 
WILL NOT GROW UP GODLY.  

And why one? He seeks godly offspring. 

THE ONLY REASON THAT DIVORCE IS PERMITED IS 
FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE, IN THE EVENT OF A 
WIVES INFIDELITY.  Because Joseph her husband 
was a righteous man and did not want to expose 
her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. (Matthew 1:19 NIV) 

IF A MAN WRONGLY DIVORCES HIS WIFE AND SHE 
REMARRIES, HER ADULTERY IS COUNTED AGAINST 
THE MAN THAT DIVORCED HER.  "It has been said, 
`Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a 
certificate of divorce.'  But I tell you that anyone 
who divorces his wife, except for marital 
unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, 
and anyone who marries the divorced woman 
commits adultery. (Matthew 5:31,32 NIV, refers 
back to Deuteronomy 24:1)   

IF A MAN WRONGLY DIVORCES HIS WIFE, HE 
COMMITTS ADULTERY IF HE REMARRIES.  Some 
Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is 
it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and 
every reason?"   "Haven't you read," he replied, 
"that at the beginning the Creator `made them 
male and female,' and said, `For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and the two will become one flesh' ?  So 
they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what 
God has joined together, let man not separate."  
"Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that 
a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send 
her away?"   Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to 
divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. 
But it was not this way from the beginning. I tell 
you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for 
marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman 
commits adultery."  (Matthew 19:3-9 NIV) 

GOD COMMANDS US TO STAY TOGETHER OR 
REMAIN SEPARATED BUT DO NOT REMARRY. 

(Further Context – These instructions were given to 

Christians whose non-Christian spouses have left them.) 
To the married I give this command (not I, but the 
Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. 
But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else 
be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must 
not divorce his wife. (1 Corinthians 7:10,11 NIV) 

IN SUMMARY: 

In Jewish History the Divorce paper was the announcement 

of separation between a man and a woman. There was no 

concept of separation as we have it today. A woman in 

primitive society could not look after herself and had to be 

taken in by a man to have the necessities of life provided for 

her. A woman would be forced by circumstances to re-marry. 

Divorce began at the moment of separation, not after a period 

of separation as we practice today. If the woman did not defile 

herself by taking up with another man there was some 

possibility of reconciliation after the divorce. 

Only one of the spouses becomes Divorced if you read the 

scriptures carefully. The stigma of Divorce rests with the 

spouse in the wrong for the marriage breakup, either the one 

who committed adultery or the one who did not have a 

legitimate reason for pursuing the divorce.  

In the case of a wrongful divorce. The following applies;   

1. If you wrongfully divorce your wife and you choose to 

remarry, you commit adultery. And the person who 

marries you commits adultery.  

2. If you wrongfully divorce your wife and she chooses to 

remarry you are responsible for the adultery caused by 

it. 

3. If you are the one who was wrongfully divorced, you 

should remain single and wait to be reconciled with your 

wife, but you are permitted to remarry. If your wife 

subsequently defiles herself by remarrying you are best 

advised not to defile yourself by taking her back, even if 

her new partner leaves her.  

4. If your wife has committed Adultery or is guilty of Gross 

Indecency you are not commanded to divorce her but 

you are permitted to do so.  

If we Ignore God’s Laws in this matter and rely on human 

institutions which are no longer subject to God’s Laws as they 

were in the not too far distant past we will suffer greatly in our 

walk with the LORD and He will not hear our prayers and He 

will turn His back on us. 

Is this what we really want for the remainder of our days here 

on earth?  

GODS INSTRUCTION IS TO THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO 
RECEIVE IT.  

The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation 
between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry."   
Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but 
only those to whom it has been given. (Matthew 
19:10,11 NIV) 

IN A SIMILAR VEIN THE LORD TELLS US; 

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate 
and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and 
many enter through it. But small is the gate and 
narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few 
find it. (Matthew 7:13,14 NIV) 

Suggested Prayer: 

O LORD GOD, I KNOW THAT I AM A 
SINNER. PLEASE FORGIVE ME FOR 
TAKING MY LIFE IN MY OWN HANDS AND 
NOT LEANING ON YOU FOR YOUR 
UNDERSTANDING. LET YOUR MIND BE IN 
ME AND LET ME SEE THINGS THE WAY 
THAT YOU SEE THEM. LEAD ME INTO 
YOUR PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. I TRUST 
YOU TO WORK YOUR WILL IN MY 
MARRIAGE. I SURRENDER THE THRONE 
OF MY LIFE TO YOU. (Pray your own words, 
whatever comes to mind. Confess any sin that comes 
to mind.) I COMMIT TO READ YOUR WORD 
FROM NO ON. I TRUST YOU TO INSTRUCT 
ME TO KNOW WHAT YOU WOULD HAVE 
ME TO DO. I COMMIT MYSELF FULLY TO 
YOU IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, FOR HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS‟ SAKE. 
AMEN. (Continue to read and pray for God‟s 
guidance daily.) 

Further Thoughts: 

A Godly marriage entails a 3-way commitment. GOD-

HUSBAND-WIFE. That is why we need to consult GOD for 

his permission to dissolve such a union. He is part of it. 

The marriage covenant is between a husband and a wife 

and is made to GOD the other partner in the marriage. He is 

also the one that can hold our marriages together. We need 

to seek him together on our knees. 
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ON THE SUBJECT OF DIVORCE  

There are frightening realities today, which face our 

young people, as they attempt to seek Gods partner with 

which to share their lives, ambitions and establish 

Godly families. Today we must tell them that the odds 

are against them. And without clear Divine intervention 

in their selecting of that mate they may easily end up 

ship-wrecked as so many marriages are ending up 

today.  

The purpose of this pamphlet was originally to be used 

in assisting in marriage counseling with the hopes that 

it could be used of the Lord to help to rescue marriages 

that are on the brink of disaster. But it is a sad fact 

today that by the time couples are willing to talk about 

the problems that they are going through in the church 

with anyone who might help to steer them they have 

already given up and cut the anchor from the ship and 

are headed for the rocks or have already hit the rocks 

that will dash their ship to pieces.  

It is important that young people who still have their 

futures ahead of them and husbands and wives who 

have still kept their promises to each other and God to 

examine afresh the commitments they will be entering 

into or have already entered into. And it is important 

that we all check the lines that are attached to the 

Anchor [the Lord Jesus Christ] to make sure that they 

will hold fast when they are needed.  

Christ not only reconciles us to himself but to each 

other and he enables all true believers to be involved in 

his ministry of reconciliation. We have the tools the 

Word of God, the Holy Spirit and the cleansing of our 

hearts that comes from knowing Christ so that those of 

us who know him have no excuse not to be reconciled to 

Christ and to each other. But we must be willing to 

submit ourselves to Christ for this to happen. 

 “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to 
Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing 
their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: 
we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to 
God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 
for us, that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him.”  (2 Corinthians 5:18-21 NKJV)   

- Ray Luff 
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