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Introduction  
We at Bible Door have been in the habit of being well informed of Internet 

Ministries which share concern with us for the promotion of Non-Sectarian goals. 

We are well familiar with the attempt of the Christian Brethren of Ontario (also 

Known as Plymouth Brethren or just Brethren) to reflect the core values of 

Christianity and to have fidelity to the original practices of the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Century 

church.  

There are many other materials that go in depth. There are many authors who are 

more notable than the author of this booklet. It’s my hope that this booklet can be 

used in a small-group study, a Sunday school class or as an introduction to 

someone who is wondering what the Early Church pattern of assembly is all 

about. While there are many who claim to adhere to the pattern set forth in these 

tracts, we feel that any group of Christians where 2 or 3 are gathered can practise 

these concepts when they meet. There is no reason that any independent 

fellowship of Christians, no matter what their background, could not begin to 

practise these simple, yet transforming principles which make room for the 

leading of the Holy Spirit among us. Our Lord Jesus Christ is the head of his 

universal church. He wants to sing in the congregation with His people in each of 

our local churches. (Romans 15:9-10)   

There has been a great upsurge in interest to recapture the medieval church by 

“the Emergent Church Movement”. There has been much interest in applying 

marketing techniques to the church by the “Church Growth / Purpose Driven 

movement”. People are crying out for relevance and meaning in the way that they 

meet. Accompanying these things has been the coming about of Worship Music. 

All sorts of things are being experimented with in the Church. Some of these 

things are good but we must be wary of allowing Psychology, Eastern Mysticism 

and Marketing techniques to take the place of fidelity to the leading of the Holy 

Spirit. Sometimes New is not better. This collection of tracts will challenge you 

not to look back to the medieval times as ‘the Emergent Church” is encouraging 

many to do, but to look further back to the beginning where it all began; in the 

pages of the Holy Bible and in the practices of the Early Church starting in AD 

33 and still existing even today unaffected for almost 2000 years.   

Some may feel that I have skipped many important doctrines which fall mostly in 

the category of Eschatology (things to come). I hope to address these topics in a 

sequel which will include discussion of topics such as ‘dispensations’, ‘the 

imminent of return of Christ’, ‘the bride of Christ’, ‘the rapture’ and ‘the 

millennium’. Space did not permit in the publishing format I am using for 
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discussion of those topics. Also, these things while they are important are not 

essential to understanding what makes an ‘Early Church’.  

The bible says, 

2 Timothy 2 - 15 Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that need not be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Each of us is ultimately accountable unto God for the things that we conclude as 

we study his word and for the things we teach others. We trust that God will 

grant discernment to His people who read this booklet. 

Ray Luff 
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Early Church Practices  
This tract seeks to answer the question; “How do we know that the Early Church 

practices that can be deduced from Scripture actually represents what happened 

in the Early church?” 

Early Church Rediscovered  

The Early Church Rediscovered By Ray Luff 

Beginning in the late 1820’s several Christian thinkers sought to rediscover what 

the early church was like prior to the advent of the Roman Catholicism which 

had married the Church to the state in 325 AD under the rule of Constantine. 

These great thinkers wondered if it would be possible to steer the church back to 

its earlier form which had served it well for the first 3 centuries following the 

death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. These thinkers shared the goal of 

the ‘oxford movement’ which sought to bring understanding and harmony 

between Roman Catholic and Protestant sentiment.
1
 They hoped that the answer 

might lie in the rediscovery of the doctrines and practices of the Early Church. 

The first place they looked to in their search was in the Holy Scriptures. 

As they read the scriptures they re-discovered; 

a) the apostles’ doctrines and instructions in practical ways; including how 

Christians are to meet with each other, and care for one another. Acts 2 - 42 
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  

b)  ‘The Lords Supper meeting. (Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 11-14, 1 Tim 1) 
c) the doctrine of the Priesthood of All Believers. (Exo. 19:5, Isaiah 61:3, 1 Peter 

2:9, Rev 1:6; 5:10; 20:6)  Along with this rediscovery they realized the 

necessity to separate the church from the world in its meetings that worship 

Our Lord Jesus Christ. The priests are all those that are saved. (1 Peter 2:9) 

d) the early church functioned by the leading of the Holy Spirit whereby several 

of the men led the meeting and not just one single person. 1 Cor. 14 - 29 Let 
two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 30 But if anything is 
revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 31 For you can all 
prophesy [speak forth] one by one, that all may learn and all may be 
encouraged. 32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.  

                                                 
1
 The ‘oxford movement’ gets its name because of bible studies that were held at Oxford 

University which allowed for Protestant and Roman Catholic participation.  
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e) the apostle Paul worked to help support himself in ministry (Acts 18:1-4) so it 

may not be necessary to have a hireling. John 10 - 12 But a hireling, he who 
is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and flees; 

f) that God hated the split between Clergy and the Laity in a Church. Rev. 2 - 6 
But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also 
hate. Nico – we get the idea of harsh rule from this word. Laiton – we get the 

word Laity from this word. The sin of the Nicolaitans was the idea that one 

class of persons is in the church for needs fulfillment of another class of 

people.  

g) that God has given each local assembly several pastors, evangelists and 

teachers. Eph. 4 - 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God,  

h) that there is no such thing as ordination nor is seminary training required of 

those ministering. Jesus chose Paul who was well educated but he also chose  

fishermen to be his apostles. 
i) that Elders are ones whom we ought to recognize that labor among us and have  

Gods approval; as opposed to ones that we appoint to positions of recognition 

before they minister. 2 Tim 2- 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to 
God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth. Such persons are to be chosen from among the many  pastors, 

evangelists and teachers that God provides to the local church. 1 Thes. 5 - 12 
And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and 
are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very 
highly in love for their work’s sake. Elders are not merely a decision making 

body but they equip others to do the ‘work of ministry’, having been 

recognized because of their own teaching ability. 1 Tim 3 - 2 An overseer 
then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, 
of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; (Net Bible) The elders are the 

primary teachers of the flock. 1 Tim 5 - 17 Let the elders who rule well be 
counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word 
and doctrine. 
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There was one thing that was missing. An example of a Church that goes back 

to the time of the apostles that functions according to these Early Church 

Principles.  

Eventually in 1833 a missionary named Anthony Norris Groves was sent out by 

the brothers who met in England
2
 to search for such a church so that the practices 

of the Early Church could be verified. After searching Europe, Groves felt he had 

to find a church that had not come under the influence of western trends in the 

church. His search led him to India, where he discovered Christians that called 

themselves “Brethren”. They claim and always have claimed that the apostle 

Thomas brought the gospel message to them. The way they organize and worship 

has continued unbroken since he came to them.  

Today there are over 1100 of these assemblies in India. The west has had very 

little influence or contact with these brothers until the past 30 years, when many 

of them began to migrate to the west and establish their own ‘Indian Brethren’ 

assemblies.  

The assembly that I grew up and was baptized in; ‘Bethany Bible Chapel’ in 

Toronto has become one of the ‘Indian Brethren’ assemblies via a smooth 

transition. Some of the English Brothers and sisters have remained in fellowship 

with them after this transition, to this day. 

In the west we do not realize what a great service that has been done for us by 

these brothers by their not being affected by changes in other churches over the 

centuries. They are the living proof that the principles of the Early Church have 

been in place going back to the time of the apostles. Because of them we have an 

answer to those that may be sceptical as to, whether the Early Church Principles 

that we adhere to can be proven to be Gods prescribed pattern for the Church 

Today. 
We ought to be doing more to welcome these brothers who are now establishing 

their assemblies in the west. We should be seeking to have fellowship with them 

and with others of like faith also.  
 
 

                                                 
2 These English brothers today are known as ‘Plymouth Brethren’ although most prefer just 
‘Brethren’. 
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The Promised Seed  
The answer to the worlds sin and the specialness of those that receive that answer 

was recorded in prophecy long before it happened.  Anyone reading this tract can 

become a part of a special people called the People of God if they repent of their 

sins and confess their need of our Lord Jesus Christ as their own personal 

Saviour. 

The Promised Seed By Ray Luff 
The first time God mentions ‘The Seed’ is in the righteous judgment of Satan for 

his part in tempting Eve to sin in the garden of eden. Genesis 3 - 14 So the LORD 
God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, … 15 … I will put 
enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; 
He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” The NKJV 

translators capitalized the ‘S’ in the word ‘Seed’ because they rightly understood 

that ‘the Seed’ refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.
3
   

Notice that ‘her Seed’ is singular. There is no ‘s’ at the end of the word, so it is a 

wrong teaching that the Seed could be referring to a nation. The curse on the 

Serpent contained the promise that ‘her Seed will bruise his head’. This was 

fulfilled approximately 4000 years later at the Virgin birth of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

Later we read that , Genesis 12 – 1 … the LORD had said to Abram: … 2 I will 
make you a great nation; … in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” God has a plan for the descendants of Isaac; the Jews. He also has a 

plan for the descendants of Ishmael (the Arabs). Genesis 21 – 12 … for in Isaac 
your seed shall be called. 13 Yet I will also make a nation of the son of the 
bondwoman, because he is your seed.” The sin of Ishmael was that he scoffed at 

Isaac. (Genesis 21:9) The Arabs today still scoff at Isaac and his descendants. 

It is an odd statement however in (Genesis 21:13) ‘ your seed shall be called’. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ was called a descendent of Isaac by his earthly father 

Joseph (Matthew 1:1-17). But he wasn’t a physical descendent by Joseph as he 

was born by a Virgin Birth. (Isaiah 7:10, Matt 1:23) 

In the New Testament we read John 1 - 14 … and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. The  ‘only 

begotten’ refers to the one Seed that was spoken of in Genesis. 

                                                 
3 It is the practice to capitalize all words that refer to a member of the Godhead (Trinity) in the 
Bible. 
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Jesus in the general sense is of the Seed of Abraham through Isaac and eventually 

down through Mary (Luke 3:23-27) but he is also the only Begotten Seed of God. 

The first time God spoke to Abraham he did not mention His seed but the second 

time He spoke He added the prophecy “In your seed all the nations of the earth 

shall be blessed.” Genesis 22 - 15 Then the Angel of the LORD called to 
Abraham … 16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because 
you … have not withheld … your only son— 17 … I will bless you, and … 
multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is 
on the seashore; … 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed,  This promise was repeated over and over again (Gen 26:4, 28:11)  
Peter preached about this when he addressed the Jews on the day of Pentecost. 

Acts 3 - 25 You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God 
made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the families 
of the earth shall be blessed.’ 26 To you first, God, having raised up His 
Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from 
your iniquities.” Peter was saying to the Jews that because of the Seed of Isaac 

who is Jesus, God was forming a new nation which would include others who 

were not Jews.  
The Apostle Paul explains it this way. Galatians 3 - 16 Now to Abraham and his 
Seed were the promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as of many, 
but as of one, “And to your Seed,” who is Christ. ... 26 For you are all sons of 
God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.  
Our connection as being of the seed of Abraham is a spiritual connection. It is not 

a physical connection. The Jews and the Arabs have a physical connection and 

God has a plan for them as physical nations. But those of us who were baptized 

into Christ have been made a special nation called ‘the people of God’.  

After the Day of Pentecost Peter elaborated on the original message that he had 

delivered. 1 Peter 2 - 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light; 10 who once 
were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained 
mercy but now have obtained mercy. God has created a special nation from 
the ‘seed’. 
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We are a special people of God and we are also called a Royal Priesthood. 

Several times in the Old Testament God had promised that he would make a 

nation of Priests. (Exodus 19:5-6, Isaiah 61:1-4, Revelation 1:6, Revelation 5:10, 
Revelation 20:6) 

The Jews have one tribe out of twelve (the Levites) from which to select priests 

from.  Right away only half of that tribe qualifies to be a priest as only men are 

allowed to the priesthood.  And only a few from the remaining tribe were 

selected as priests. By contrast, we now live in the age of grace in which God has 

called His special people out of all nations and all tribes. Those who respond to 

His call both male and female are baptized into Christ’s death and are made part 

of the Royal Priesthood. 

What do Priests do? They worship God when they gather together. Jesus said that 

he was seeking “True Worshippers that will worship in Spirit and in truth.” 

(John 4:23) 

When we gather unto Our Lord in His appointed way we are able to Bless God 

with the sacrifice of Praise that we bring before Him each Sunday morning. God 

planned for this since the Garden of Eden and now he has enacted it in his ‘true 

worshippers’.  
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Priesthood of all believers 

This teaching is radical. It effects the way you read scripture. Who are God’s 

ambassadors for example in 2 Corinthians 5. Who are his ministers of 

reconciliation in the same chapter?  Who is responsible for spreading the gospel? 

Who are the pastors, evangelists and teachers? The answer to these questions 

depends on your understanding of this early church doctrine. 

The Priesthood of all Believers By Ray Luff 
The first mention that God had a plan to make priests of all believers is found in 
Exodus 19 - 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all 
the earth is Mine. 6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.’  
God never implemented this plan that was revealed to Moses for all of Israel. 
Instead Just a chosen few male members from one of the twelve tribes, the 
tribe of Levi were chosen. The rest of the tribe of Levi and the other eleven 
tribes of God’s chosen people the Jews were only allowed to enter the outer 
courts outside of the tabernacle.  

The Prophet Isaiah repeated the prophecy of Moses, but still this never 
happened. Isaiah 61 – 3 But you shall be named the priests of the LORD, 
Finally this prophecy saw its fulfillment when the Lord Jesus Christ (God’s 
Messiah) came to set up his kingdom in the hearts of men. One day in the 
Synagogue almost 2000 years ago the Lord Jesus Christ stood up in the 
synagogue to quote from this same prophecy by Isaiah, starting at Isaiah 61 
verse 1, Jesus repeated this passage. 

Isaiah 61 - 1 “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has 
anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
broken hearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the 
prison to those who are bound; 2a To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
LORD, Luke 4 - 20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were 
fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.”  
Jesus stopped short of quoting the next sentence  Isaiah 61 – 2b And the day of 
vengeance of our God; Because that part of the prophecy will not be fulfilled 
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until later when Jesus comes a second time as the Lion of Judah to rule the 
earth from Jerusalem. 

The prophecy of Isaiah from which Jesus quoted however, goes on to say in 
verse 3,  Isaiah 61 – 3 But you shall be named the priests of the LORD,  
Later the apostle Peter picked up on the prophecy of Isaiah 61 which Jesus had 
said was fulfilled and he declared that the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ are 
those special people that the prophecy of Moses and Isaiah was talking about; 1 
Peter 2 - 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called 
you out of darkness into His marvellous light; 10 who once were not a people 
but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy.  
The apostle John, peering into the future wrote Revelation 1 - 6 and has made 
us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. Revelation 5 - 10 And have made us kings and 
priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” Revelation 20 - 6 
Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the 
second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with Him a thousand years.  
In another place the apostle John tells us 1 John 1 - 13 These things I have 
written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know 
that you have eternal life, We can conclude that the priests of God are the 
same ones who believe on the name of the Son of God; All who believe on Him 
whether after his first coming or those looking forward to his coming prior to his 
coming are the ones that will share in this priesthood during the millennium as 
described in the book of Revelation. The blessed privilege of acting as priests 
now is by the gift of the Holy Spirit which God has given to all who believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Only priests can have access to God the father. Ephesians 2 - 
18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.  
It is the indwelling presence of God the Holy Spirit that enables us to have access 

to the Father. John 14 - 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 

18b for He dwells with 
you and will be in you.  Under the direction of the Holy Spirit we approach the 

father through our High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ. John 14 - 6 Jesus said to 
him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me. …  
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The writer to the Hebrews (thought to be the apostle Paul) further explains that 

the Lord Jesus Christ has been made our High Priest Hebrews 5 – 8 though He 
was a Son, … 9 …And having been perfected, He became the author of 
eternal salvation to all who  obey Him, 10 called by God as High Priest 
“according to the order of Melchizedek,”. Paul instructed Timothy 1 Timothy 2 
- 5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus, 
The ‘Man Christ Jesus’ is the one that is our Mediator who goes into the Holy of 

Holies to offer his own blood as a sacrifice. He invites us to join him in offering 

spiritual sacrifices to the father. 1Peter 2 - 4 Coming to Him as to a living 
stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as 
living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer 
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Hebrews 9 - 11 
But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater 
and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 
12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered 
the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 
Hebrews 10 - 19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by 
the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, 
through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over the house 
of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience …. 24 And let us consider one 
another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.  
Jesus said Hs purpose in coming to this earth was that He was seeking true 

worshipers. John 4 - 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is 
seeking such to worship Him. 
As a royal priesthood we assemble in our various assemblies on His day “the 

Lord’s day”(Acts 20:7) and we celebrate His meeting “the Lord’s supper” in 

which we worship Him for all he has done and all He will do for those that love 

Him. The way we worship is in our Lords own appointed way. (1 Cor. 11:23-26)   
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Outside the Camp  

Any groups of Christians that tried to practice the meetings of the early church 

and to be led by the laity including elders have always experienced persecution. 

Even the practice of the Lords Supper meeting along the lines of 1 Cor. 11-14 

and 1 Tim 1 causes many to think these Christians are a cult.  These ones 

experience what it is to be ‘Outside the Camp’.  This tract is a challenge to any 

who have not come outside the Camp to join such groups that are willing to go to 

worship our Lord where he calls us.  The vast majority of professing 

Christendom today remains inside the Camp. 

Outside the Camp By Ray Luff 
The first mention of the tent of meeting which was held outside the camp is 

found in relation to sacrifice for sin in the Old Testament. The sin offering was to 

be burned outside the camp. Exodus 29 -  14 But the flesh of the bull, with its 
skin and its offal, you shall burn with fire outside the camp. It is a sin 
offering.  
Wherever the children of Israel went during their 40 years of wandering in the 

desert of Sinai they would pitch the tent of the Tabernacle and camp around 

about it. The priests of Levi would enter the tabernacle and sprinkle blood at the 

veil from the blood of innocent animal sacrifices and the animal which was made 

the sin offering would be burned outside the camp. Exodus 33 - 7 Moses took 
his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, and called it the 
tabernacle of meeting. And it came to pass that everyone who sought the 
LORD went out to the tabernacle of meeting  which was outside the camp. 
The Tabernacle was prepared to represent God’s dwelling place among God’s 

people, the Jews. The Jews camped with the tabernacle in the center of the camp 

with three tribes on each of the four sides of the courtyard which surrounded the 

temple. Various animal sacrifices were brought into the courtyard which 

surrounded the tabernacle and given to the priests of Levi. The priest would then 

kill the animal on an alter, then the animals carcass would be taken outside the 

camp to be burned. The priests would bring the blood of the sacrifice and 

sprinkle it before the veil which was a separation in the temple, Behind the veil 

resided the ark of the covenant. It had 2 golden cherubs and the part referred to as 

the mercy seat formed the top of the ark of the covenant. The two stone tablets 

and other first copies of the scriptures where kept in the ark. Once per year the 

High Priest with a rope tied around his ankle would enter the holy of holies to 

sprinkle blood on the mercy seat. 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ was also led outside the camp to Calvary’s hill where his 

blood was shed as a sin offering for all of mankind. Heb. 13 - 10 We have an 
altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11 For 
the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the 
high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp. 12  Therefore Jesus also, that 
He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 13 
Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 14 
For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. 15 
Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 16 But do not forget to do 
good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.  
Our Lord is asking us to do something that was not practiced in the Synagogue 

by the Jews. It is a new ceremony which the main branch of Judaism which has 

rejected the Lord Jesus Christ has not chosen to do. We are admonished by Paul 

to go outside the camp to worship our Lord and Saviour. This would have a real 

meaning at the time just following the day of Pentecost. The Sabbath fell on the 

Saturday, and the Synagogue opened its doors on Saturday and many Jews who 

believed in Jesus continued to attend the Synagogue where they preached the 

gospel to all who would listen. The Apostle Paul it is said disputed in a 

Synagogue for three months, it would have been on a Saturday. But the same 

early believers would meet on Sunday at 6:00 pm to worship the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Outside the main camp of the Jews. Few would follow them to perform 

this worship which we call the ‘Lords Supper meeting’. Just as in the day of 

Moses,  Exodus 33 – 7b everyone who sought the LORD went out to the 
tabernacle of meeting which was outside the camp. 
The first Jewish believers that met to worship the Lord Jesus Christ, after His 

resurrection, could relate to the experience the early Jews would have had that 

followed Moses to worship outside the camp. They were meeting on a different 

day of the week. They were worshiping in a different way than they had in the 

temple. And for many of them the exit from the main camp of the Jewish 

synagogue allowed for no return to the main camp as they would be rejected by 

their friends and relatives  for going outside the camp. 

Today those that wish to obey our Lords wishes by observing the Lords Supper 

meeting are in a similar situation as most of their fellow Christians  do not share 

their concern to maintain this meeting  when they meet on Sunday.  The apostle 

Paul accused the church of Corinth of not meeting for the purpose of eating the 

Lords Supper. 1 Cor. 11 - 20 Therefore when you come together in one place, 
it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper. Likewise the majority of Christians today do 
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not hold the Lords Supper meeting in high regard.  For a person today to hold 
dearly to the Lords Supper meeting as his reason for gathering on a Sunday he 
will experience what it is to go outside of the main camp to do it. 

Our Lord instituted the Lords Supper meeting (1 Cor. 11:23-25) and He has asked 

us to bear His reproach and to remember Him continually until He returns. 

Our Lord came to seek true worshipers John 4 - 23 But the hour is coming, and 
now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 
When we, Heb. 13 – 13b go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His 
reproach our Lord Jesus is in our midst. He is not ashamed to call us His 

brothers and He wants to worship the father with us in our midst. Heb. 2 - 11 For 
both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for 
which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying: “I will 
declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing 
praise to You.”  
Therefore, It is incomprehensible that any assembly of Christians would want to 

miss having Our Lord sing praise to His father in their midst by not remembering 

Him in his prescribed manner as often as they meet? Acts 20 - 7 Now on the 
first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread  
For many reading this tract, in order for them to worship our Lord in this manner 

would require that they come outside the camp that they are used to. Our Lord 

has asked many to go outside the camp before. If your assembly does not 

remember the Lord as its purpose for gathering each Sunday then talk to your 

elders about this important truth and see if they won’t make a change to do this 

with you. If they are unwilling to do so then we would encourage you to step out 

in faith; and find a group that practices this early apostles’ doctrine, so that you 

too can be a true worshipper of our Lord. 
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Ten Cardinal Principles  

Ten Cardinal Principles of the 
Early Church By Ray Luff 

Centrality of the Lord’s Supper - The Lord’s Supper meeting was the primary 
focus of the early 1st century church. It was conducted at 6:00 pm each Sunday 
Evening and could last until midnight according to Acts 20:8. Sunday was not yet 
a day of rest and the Christians were for the most part indentured slaves. We 
have mention of this meeting in Acts 20:7 where it says “Now on the first day 
of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread”. We also have a 
reference from Paul in which he laments that some Christians did not make the 
Lords Supper meeting their primary purpose. 1 Cor. 11 - 20 …when you come 
together in one place, it is not to eat the Lord’s supper. It is one of the two 
things Christ specifically asked us to do until he returns. Jesus told us to break 
bread together. John 22 – 19 … This do in remembrance of me. We gather to 
our Lord who says he is there in our midst; Matt. 18 - 20 For where two or three 
are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.  
At first the early church met in home meetings and broke bread in them. (Acts 
2:45) Later they met on Sundays in rooms specifically set aside for this purpose. 
Acts 20:17. Often new meetings are formed this way even today. The Reason for 
Sunday observance is two-fold. The day of Christ’s resurrection was a Sunday 
and the Day of Pentecost which is the day the church began was fifty days after 
a Sabbath which falls on a Sunday. (Lev. 23:15-16) 
Unity - John 17 - 20 “… that they also may be one in Us, that the world may 
believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given 
them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; 
that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You 
have sent Me, 
Authority of Scriptures - Acts 17 – 11 … they received the word with all 
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things 
were so.  
Church Truth - The meetings of the assembly are to be carried out in an orderly 
manner. All the instructions concerning this are laid out in the following 
passages. (1 Cor. 10-12, 14 and 1 Tim. 1)                        
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Devotion to Christ – Luke 18 – 22 … “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you 
have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me.” The ones that could follow Christ to this extent where called 
the Perfect Ones. Missionaries even today often must leave all behind for fields 
afar. Phil. 3 - 14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus. Col. 1 – 9 … that in all things He may have the pre-
eminence. 
Priesthood of all believers – Rev. 5 – 9 For You were slain, And have 
redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people 
and nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God;  Heb. 10 - 19 
Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the 
veil, that is, His flesh, 
Freedom to Exercise Gift – There is nowhere in the bible that says a person 
must be ordained to exercise the gift of pastor, evangelist, teacher or apostle 
(missionary today). In fact we are told that God raises up in the local assembly 
many apostles, pastors, evangelists and teachers (Eph. 4:11-12). There is a 
plurality of leadership that we can expect God to raise up in our midst. We are 
told to recognize such gifted persons to positions of leadership based on their 
demonstration of gift. (1 Thes. 5:12) God alone is the one who approves a 
ministry. (2 Tim 2:15)  

There is a tendency in many churches for a ministry team to provide the 
fulfillment of perceived needs by the others. Jesus said Love God and then love 
your neighbour. He did not say to love yourself or to gather for the purpose of 
self-love, self-help oriented seeking. (Matthew 22:35-40, Mark 12:28-31; Luke 
10:25-28)  

Dependence upon God for Financial Needs – Matt. 6 - 25 “Therefore I say to 
you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor 
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the 
body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not of more value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit 
to his stature? 28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that 
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown 
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into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. 
For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about its own things. (see Jam. 1:2-4) 

The Imminent Return of Christ - I Cor. 15 - 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye,  Rev. 20 – 5 But the rest of the dead did not live again 
until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed 
and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second 
death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with Him a thousand years. Rev. 22 - 7 Behold, I am coming quickly! 
Imperative of the Gospel - Mark 16 – 15b Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. Matt. 28 - 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations. All are called to be disciples who by definition preach. No one is 
exempt. Some of us may preach from a platform inside the assembly but it is 
intended that in so doing they will equip and inspire others to preach outside 
the assembly. Eph 4 - 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,  
Being disciples and making disciples is an endless cycle which we call the 
imperative of the Gospel. (2 Tim. 2:1) Some will preach by one on one counsel 
(pastor) some will evangelize and some will teach but all are called to ‘the work 
of ministry’.  
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Eight Meetings  

The Eight Meetings of the Early 
Church By Ray Luff 

The Lord’s Supper – 1 Cor. 11 – 23 For I received from the Lord that which I 
also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, 
“Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance 
of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. 27 Therefore whoever eats 
this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.  Acts 20 - 7 Now on the first day of 
the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to 
depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight.  
Ministry Meeting – 1 Cor. 14 - 1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but 
especially that you may prophesy. 2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not 
speak to men but to God, for no 

one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 3 But he who 
prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 4 He who 
speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 5 
I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he 
who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he 
interprets, that the church may receive edification. … 22 Therefore tongues are 
for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not 
for unbelievers but for those who believe. 23 Therefore if the whole church 
comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in 
those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of 
your mind? 24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed 
person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. 25 And thus the 
secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will 
worship God and report that God is truly among you. … 29 Let two or three 
prophets speak, and let the others judge. 30 But if anything is revealed to 
another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one 
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by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 32 And the spirits of the 
prophets are subject to the prophets. 33 For God is not the author of 
confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 34 Let your women 
keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are 
to be submissive, as the law also says. 35 And if they want to learn something, 
let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to 
speak in church. 36 Or did the word of God come originally from you? Or 
was it you only that it reached? 37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or 
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the 
commandments of the Lord. 38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant. 
39 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to 
speak with tongues. 40 Let all things be done decently and in order.  
Acts 11 - 26 And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it 
was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great 
many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.  
Much of the Ministry Meeting is incorporated in the way Brethren conduct their 
Lords Supper Meetings today. However we don’t normally include exhortation 
and we don’t provide the ability for the men to judge what has been taught in 
this meeting. Some assemblies have provided for evening open meetings where 
no more than 3 of the men are asked to by the leading of the spirit lead for 10 
minutes each. I (Ray Luff) believe that much of what happens in a corporate 
mid-week bible study if it is conversational in nature allows for a full enactment 
of what is being spoken of in 1 Cor. 14. At the beginning of the Independent 
Brethren movement the assembly met on two nights of the week. (Tuesdays 
and Thursdays) once for Bible Study and once for prayer. 

Prayer Meeting – Acts 1 – 14 These all continued with one accord in prayer 
and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with 
His brothers. 15 … (altogether the number of names was about a hundred and 
twenty)  Acts 2 - 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  
Acts 4 - 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled 
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they 
spoke the word of God with boldness.  
Gospel Meeting – 1 Thes. 1 - 8 For from you the word of the Lord has 
sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. 
Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 



~ 20 ~ 

Report Meeting – Acts 14 - 26 From there they sailed to Antioch, where they 
had been commended to the grace of God for the work which they had 
completed. 27 Now when they had come and gathered the church together, 
they reported all that God had done with them, and that He had opened the 
door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 So they stayed there a long time with the 
disciples.  
Discipline Meeting – 1 Cor. 5 - 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when 
you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that 
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.  
Elders Meeting – Acts 15 - 6 Now the apostles and elders came together to 
consider this matter.  
Acts 20 – 1 … Paul called the disciples to himself, 
Home Fellowship Meeting - Many today neglect ‘The Family Altar’. We should 

find time to open God’s word in our homes and we ought to encourage 

neighbours and loved ones to join in. Acts 2 - 46 So continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their 
food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favour 
with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were 
being saved.  
God expects us to interpret properly these things. There is no room for private 
interpretation of them. We ought to base the things that we do as an assembly, 
which is separated unto our Lord, on what we learn from His word. 2 Peter 1 - 
20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of 
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  
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Open Assembly  

Some people think this tract should be called “Closed Assembly” and some 

have accused me of being closed minded for writing it. No matter what form of 

liberalism causes the closing of the door to the leading of the Holy Spirit in the 

church, it must be addressed and reversed if possible. There is a wide spectrum 

of assemblies regarding this topic of openness.  Each assembly must decide 

which aspects of openness should be applied to their meetings.  It is my hope 

that this tract will be food for thought that will cause the leaders of assemblies 

to examine themselves regarding this topic. We don’t want our Lord to be 

locked outside the door trying to get into our assemblies (Rev 3:20) 

Open Assembly By Ray Luff 

What is an assembly? In reference to Christianity an assembly is a gathering 

of Christians in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and none other for the 

purpose of remembering Him in His death and resurrection. We are told in 

scripture that the Christians met on Sunday for this express purpose. Acts 20 - 
7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to 
break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and 
continued his message until midnight. Paul even expressed concern that it 

was not the purpose of meeting for some. 1 Cor. 11 - 20 … when you come 
together in one place, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper. It was historically 

the practice of Christians up until the fourth century to celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper at 6:00 pm on Sundays so that all who had to work on that day could 

make it for the celebration. This meeting could last until midnight apparently 

according to Acts 20:7. 

The tradition of meeting twice on Sundays goes back to the time of the 

Apostles. The earlier meeting which met at noon was more or less a Sunday 

school meeting primarily for women and children as Sunday was a regular 

work day until after 325 AD when Constantine instituted Sunday as a holiday.  

There is good reason to consider meeting twice on Sundays today, as many 

once again, are having to work on Sundays. When you consider that early 

Christians would meet for up to 6 hours at a time we certainly could afford 

more time in the house of the Lord being as our meetings tend to last only one 

hour. 
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What is an “open” assembly? An open assembly practices an open table. 

That means when strangers visit us; on the merit that they are recognized to be 

Christians, (which may require a chat at the door with the elders) they are 

allowed to participate by taking the emblems at the Lord’s Supper meeting and 

to offer comment in the meeting if their gender is male. (1 Cor. 14:34) If the 

visitor is unknown to the group and is without a commendation by another 

assembly it is common to ask them to share in the emblems when they are 

passed around but not to participate audibly until a further chat can be arranged 

with the elders. It is common to announce visitors and welcome them to 

participate at the table of the Lord. 

The Lord’s Supper meeting essentially was the only meeting of the entire 

assembly as many of the men could not make it to the earlier meetings for over 

300 years. So when Paul wrote, prior to AD 70, that when we meet we should 

allow for several speakers as by the leading of the Holy Spirit he was 

specifically referring to the Lord’s Supper Meeting. There was essentially no 

other meeting when the entire local church met together.  

The instructions regarding how to conduct a meeting are clearly stated in 1 
Cor. 10-14 & 1 Tim, 1. Paul says these instructions apply when the whole 

assembly meets together. This would not therefore apply to the other Sunday 

school meeting at noon. Today we have various meetings but any of the 

meetings that are not in accordance with 1 Cor. 10-14 & 1 Tim, 1 are not 

meetings of the full assembly and these instructions particularly about 

woman’s restricted participation may not apply fully.  

Primarily we define an open assembly as one that has an open Lord’s Supper 

meeting; One which is open to the leading of the Holy Spirit. The Brethren are 

one of the very few groups that seek this leading of the Holy Spirit in the 

conduct of their meetings. Many do not realize there was a time when we 

shared fellowship with the Apostolic Church through bible studies. We broke 

company with them when they decided that 1 Cor. 13:8-10 which teaches 

cessation of the sign gifts was no longer true. If prophecy still existed we 

would not have a closed canon of scripture but our scriptures are complete. So 

we do not accept speaking of tongues or future telling prophecies in our 

meetings, whereas the Apostolic and their sibling the Pentecostal Church do 

practice a version of these gifts which does not exactly match the gifting of the  
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Apostles. 4  

There are some assemblies where other meetings in addition to the Lord’s 

Supper meeting are also open. I had occasion to spend several months with an 

assembly in Dallas Texas called Edmunds Lane Bible Chapel. They practiced 

an open Sunday evening service which was much the same as the morning 

meeting where 2 or 3 brothers were welcomed to preach from the front. (1 Cor, 
14:29) This was considered the learning place for new speakers before they 

tried the main service at 11:00 am. It was an excellent opportunity to exhort by 

the leading of the Spirit as in the morning Lord’s Supper meeting5 it is not 

encouraged to exhort from the word. In the Lord’s Supper meeting our main 

focus is on worship and remembrance of Our Lord Jesus Christ. I think this 

practice deserves some serious consideration for our assemblies in Ontario. 

Another place which is open in most assemblies is the corporate mid-week 

bible study and prayer meeting. This meeting if it welcomes all members of 

the assembly to attend, and if it is conducted in a conversational manner, 

allowing for the Spirit’s leading of the participants (1 Cor. 14) becomes 

another place in which we can examine our doctrines together and discuss with 

our elders the wisdom of the direction they lead us. We need this “open” 

access to our elders as allowance must be made for the men to judge the things 

that are taught in the assembly. (1 Cor. 14:29).  

Another meeting that is open in many assemblies is the Business (or deacon’s) 

meeting. It may be that Deacons are the voting members but when the others 

can bring up items to discuss and question the Deacons then openness and 

transparency is encouraged. I also recall praying with the elders in an assembly 

which was open to any who wished to attend their Saturday morning elder’s 

prayer meeting. 

When our open meetings are abandoned we become “closed” assemblies. 

When the Lord’s Supper meeting becomes scripted or time is not allowed for 

at least 3 speakers and 3 hymns and 3 prayers or when speakers and topics are 
                                                 
4 Firstly, the gift of tongues on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) seems to be more of a hearing gift 
of hearing than a gift of speaking as persons heard the preaching in three different languages 
simultaneously. Secondly. Most Pentecostals would agree that today’s version of the gift of 
prophecy is not considered to be worthy of adding more scriptures to our bibles. See our tract 
on “Beware of Benny” for an example of how easily today’s version of prophecy is often 
abused by televangelists.  With such examples, it is difficult for Brethren to believe that the 
true gift of prophecy has not ceased to exist. 
5
 (We have moved the service from 6 pm to 9:30 am now a days) 
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designated this meeting becomes “closed”. If we wish to remain as an open 

assembly we must cherish our open meetings. If we have abandoned them we 

must re-establish them.  

The reason we have open assembly is that we believe in the priesthood of all 

believers. Rev. 1 - 5… To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins 
in His own blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and 
Father. 1 Peter 2 - 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual 
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. ... 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim 
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous 
light;  
That is why traditionally we do not believe in a single role of pastor as leader. 

The Bible tells us to recognize those that labor among us to become our 

leaders and we ought to recognize as many of them as God gives to the local 

assembly. (1 Thes. 5:12) We ought to prayerfully petition God to send us 

several Pastors, Evangelists and Teachers. Eph. 4 - 11 And He Himself gave 
some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry.  
In groups that average 200 persons it is a hardship to support only one man as 

pastor and it causes the neglect of giving to missionaries who pioneer new 

works, similar to the work of the apostles. The answer is not large groups as 

they become a hardship for all to be able to participate; nor is it large groups 

divided into small groups if they are meant to replace the meetings of the full 

assembly. 1 Cor. 10-14 & 1 Tim. 1   

The best way to support a full-time minister who is an evangelist, teacher or 

pastor is to commend him/her to the Lord’s work and allow them to itinerate 

among the assemblies for further support as well in their ministry. We have 

had many good examples of such commendation in Ontario including my good 

friend Dr. Arthur Dixon. Additionally our elders are supposed to also have 

gifting and if they are older they are likely able to devote more of their time to 

the assembly than young elders and also without being a financial burden to 

the assembly. 
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Evangelism  

The church today is using Hirelings (John 10:12) to do its work. That is why it is 

very ineffective at growing. This tract promotes the early church view that every 

Christian is to be involved in ‘the work of the ministry’.  ( Eph. 4:11-12) 

Evangelism By Ray Luff 

Urgent still: What evangelical leaders say are the priorities and 
challenges for the next 50 years. 

Timothy Morgan | posted 10/12/2006 09:02AM 

(We've asked 114 leaders from 11 ministry spheres about evangelical 
priorities for the next 50 years. Here's what they said about evangelism.) 

There are 3.5 million churches worldwide. But fewer than 7 percent are 
evangelistic. That's a huge issue now and will be for the next 50 years, 
according to leading evangelists who spoke to Christianity Today. The 
evangelists told CT that the global rise of fundamentalism among 
Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists means churches also face a hostile 
climate for almost any kind of evangelistic outreach. 

Kumar Abraham, president of the Good News Evangelistic Association 
(GNEA) in Manila, told CT he expects more non-Christian 
fundamentalists to persecute Christians who evangelize. But there's 
another concern that worries him. Abraham said, "Some parts of the 
church will turn against others, asking the church itself to be less 
aggressive in evangelism or pushing for the acceptance of universalism, 
saying this will facilitate peace among religions." 

The evangelists said too few churches place a high priority on soul-
winning. Steven Douglass, president of Campus Crusade, said one 
reason seems to be that many Christians doubt that the Great Commission can 

ever be fulfilled. To the contrary, he said, Scripture would not include the Great 

Commission unless God expected it to be fulfilled. 

"It is my prayer that we, as evangelicals, will be willing to trust God 
fully," Douglass said. "He is overwhelming us with choice opportunities 
to win people to Christ." 

One of those choice opportunities comes through technology. Evangelist 
Greg Laurie said, "Jesus did not say the whole world should go to 
church, but he did say the church should go to the whole world. And, 
through modern technology, we now have a way to do that for almost 
any ministry." But Laurie and others fear that some church leaders, 
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using media technology to be "culturally relevant," will water down the 
gospel. 

"The church has made such tremendous strides," said Laurie, "that now 
my only concern is that we're so cutting edge, we're so cool, and we're so 
hip. But are we still preaching the authentic gospel message?" 

Other evangelists said local churches have become too dependent on a 
single method of evangelistic outreach. Out of the Saltshaker author 
Rebecca Manley Pippert said, "For churches to become effective in 
evangelism, they need to develop an effective strategy that offers 
evangelism help on three levels: training in personal evangelism, small 
group evangelism, and large seeker events. Most churches settle for only 
one approach, and it is inadequate." 

Taking a global perspective, GNEA's Abraham said, "Evangelicals 
should shed any attitude of pride or arrogance in regard to other 
religions. There is no need to preach against other religions. We have 
been mandated to positively 'preach Christ and him crucified' and not to 
tear down other religions." 

Summing up, international evangelist Reinhard Bonnke said, "The 
church of Jesus Christ is not a pleasure boat, but a lifeboat for saving 
souls. And every hand is needed on deck. How do we launch lifeboats 
and how do we get all hands on deck? There is no other agenda. It's 
harvest time, and woe if we do not harvest." 

Timothy Morgan | Consulted: Kumar Abraham, Lon Allison, Doug 
Birdsall, Reinhard Bonnke, Stephen Douglass, George Hunter, Dan 
Kimball, J. John, Greg Laurie, Rebecca Manley Pippert, Roland and Elke 
Werner, Ravi Zacharias. 

 

"This article first appeared in October 12,2006 issue of 
Christianity Today. Used by permission of Christianity Today 
International, Carol Stream, IL 60188." 

This article can be read at: 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/october/30.76.html 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/october/30.76.html


~ 27 ~ 

Further comments by Ray Luff, 

Another thing that Evangelicals should shed is the reluctance to preach. Jesus 

called all of his disciples for the purpose that they might preach.  

Mark 3 - 14 Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that 
He might send them out to preach,  
No one was exempt. All of them were chosen to do this.  

After His resurrection from the dead the Lord Jesus gave his disciples the great 

commission. Mark 16 – 15b Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature. Matt 28 - 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations  
There is only one way to reach the world for Christ. It is through preaching. Jesus 

did not ask anyone to become a Christian. He asked them to become a disciple. 

Disciples are to create disciples. Disciples are to learn from their mentors and 

then they are to mentor others with what they have learned. It’s an endless loop. 

(2 Tim 2:2) 

In the 20
th
 Century much effort was made to soft pedal the gospel. Many 

speakers did not want to see themselves as preachers, as preaching got a bad rap. 

People thought of preaching as a harsh way of sharing their faith. Instead of 

doing it, many adopted the belief that they should show by their actions and wait 

until they were asked. 

Ray Comfort, a famous evangelist stated that if everyone were to lead another to 

Christ every year that within 30 years the entire population of the world would be 

Christian and there would be no one left to preach the gospel to. That tells me 

that the method of providing observation of our lives is not enough. It is not 

having enough effect to reach our world, although it is important.  

Disciples must take the commandments of God seriously. We cannot afford to be 

breaking God’s moral laws and expect others to listen to the things we have to 

say. God’s laws are to be written on our hearts so that it is our very nature to 

obey them. 

I believe that Paul defined what it is that we must do if we are to reach others for 

Christ when he wrote Timothy saying,  2 Timothy 4 – 2 Preach the word! Be 
ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching.  
Disciples need discipline in skilfully handling Gods word in preparation to 

always give a defence of the faith they have in our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Tim 
2:15)  Disciples must be instant in season and out of season. This means they 

need to study the word to be usable this way. 
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Preaching is not listed as a speaking gift. This is because God gives each of us 

various gifts to use in our preaching. Ephesians 4 - 11 And He Himself gave 
some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ,  
If your gift is that of Pastor then your preaching may be in counselling a person, 

;one on one. You are preaching when you do the three things mentioned by Paul. 

“Convince, Rebuke or Exhort.”  There are times for each of these types of 

preaching. Our preaching will have the desired effect if its source is the Word of 

God and it is controlled by the Holy Spirit who indwells the believer.  

Some will aspire to the platform. They can help equip the saints. But the saints 

are the ones that will fulfill the great commission during the week, in their home 

bible studies with their families (try inviting friends and neighbours, children that 

refuse to attend church can be reached when the bible is opened at the dinner 

table.), in their work place (try reading your bible in the cafeteria at lunch and 

pray for people to come over and inquire about it.), wherever God leads you in 

His service. 

Preaching is something that we all ought to be doing. We all ought to think of 

ourselves as preachers of the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ 
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Other Early Church Beliefs 

Prophecy Proves God’s Word  

Early Christians believed the Bible was a closed book. They based this belief on 

the observation after the 100 AD or so that two of the gifts of the Church had 

ceased and they concluded that 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 had prophesied the end of 

the sign gifts to the Church  This belief helped early Christians to reject the 

writings of he Church Fathers from being included in the Canon of the Bible. 

This doctrine is called the doctrine of Cessation. Until 1829 this doctrine went 

unchallenged. It is challenged today by the Pentecostal Church.  

Prophecy proves God’s word By Ray Luff 

The Bible is a collection of writings that were written over a 1600 year period of 

time by 39 differing authors, most of which had never met each other. Moses, 

under God’s direction authored the first 5 books of our bible. The first of these 

books Genesis (the book of beginnings) reveals how God created all material and 

spirit things.  

We trust the things that were revealed to Moses as being true for one reason. 

Moses demonstrated that he was a spokesperson for God by demonstrating 100% 

accurate short term knowledge of future events. Moses spoke God’s words to the 

ruler of Egypt telling him of ten plagues that would befall him each one ahead of 

time, and each thing he declared happened. Moses also demonstrated that God 

was willing to answer his prayers by the splitting of the Red Sea and water 

coming forth from a rock and the providing of Manna to feed the people. 

Because of his 100% accuracy Moses became fully trusted by his peers as God’s 

spokesperson. 

Later Moses received the Ten Commandments while on Mount Sinai and he 

wrote five books which the Jews kept and revered as God’s word. Many of his 

longer term prophecies regarding the Jewish nation are still coming true today. 

Later, other prophets also demonstrated with 100% accuracy the ability to tell 

future events and their writings were added to the “Canon of Scripture” (books 

which the Jews were willing to be ruled by.)
6
  By the time of Jesus’ Birth 37 

books were determined to be “Canon of Scripture” by the Jews. Shortly after 

Jesus death and resurrection two more books (Esther and Song of Solomon) were 

accepted at the counsel of Jamnia in A.D. 95. These form the Old Testament 

portion of the Bible today. To these books, 27 more were added that record the 

                                                 
6
 See also – “Beware of Benny”, http://bibledoor.no-ip.org/pdf/eng_benny_sm.pdf.) 

http://bibledoor.no-ip.org/pdf/eng_benny_sm.pdf
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life and teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ which are called the New Testament. 

Many of the Old Testament prophecies regarding the Messiah have their 

fulfillment recorded in the New Testament. 

The Bible is now complete and there is no longer any reason to add to it. The 

Bible itself contains a prophecy regarding its own completion. 1 Corinthians 13 – 
8… But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are 
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For 
we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect 
has come, then that which is in part will be done away.  
Approximately 24% of our Bibles contain prophecies. Of that 24% 

approximately 12% of have already been fulfilled and 12% remain to be fulfilled. 

There are two major subjects of Prophecy which are recurring themes in the 

Bible;  

1) Prophecies regarding the Jewish Nation.
7
  

2) Prophecies regarding the Messiah. Approximately half of these were fulfilled 

by Jesus’ first coming and half of them are yet to be fulfilled at His promised 

second coming. 

For the remainder of this tract we would like to concentrate on the 

prophecies which were fulfilled by our Lord Jesus Christ’s first coming. 

Some object that the prophecies were well known and thereby could be purposely 

fulfilled by any who wished to fulfill them. They point to the fact that many 

others came, claiming to be the Messiah at Jesus’ time. 

How difficult would it be for someone to fulfill the Messianic Prophecies?  
Here are some of the criteria that the Messiah had to fulfill; The coming Messiah 

would be born of a Virgin in Bethlehem
8
 do miracles

9
 be betrayed for 30 pieces 

of silver
10

 that would be cast to the floor in the temple and then used to buy a 

cemetery for strangers
11

 rejected by his own people
12

 crucified
13

 be raised from 

the dead on the third day.
14

 To top it off the killing of the Messiah had to happen 

                                                 
7 See also - “Israel – a cup of trembling”, http://bibledoor.no-ip.org/pdf/eng_israel_sm.pdf) 
8 Micah 5:2; Luke 2:4-7 
9 Isaiah 61:1,2; Luke 4:18-19 
10 Zechariah 11:12; Matthew 26:15 
11 Zechariah 11:13; Matthew 27:5; Acts 1:18 
12 Isaiah 53:3; John 1:11; John 1:11; 19:15 
13 Psalm 22; Zechariah 12:10; John 19 
14 Psalm 16:10; 49:15; Mark 16:2-4; 1 Corinthians 15:4 

http://bibledoor.no-ip.org/pdf/eng_israel_sm.pdf
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in the year AD 32.
15

   Daniel 9 - 25 “Know therefore and understand, That 
from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until 
Messiah  the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; … 
26 “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself;  
The word for weeks in the Hebrew literally means seven. In this case the 

meaning is not days but years.
16

 The Messiah was to be cut off (killed) exactly 

(62+7) x 7 years = 483 years after the command to rebuild Jerusalem was given. 

That command was given in the month of Nisan in the 20
th
 year of the reign of 

Artexerxes Longimanus, which was 445 BC.
17

 It was fulfilled in AD 32 during 

the Month of Nissan on the 10
th
 day.

18
 This is the traditional day when the Lamb 

was selected for the Passover Observance. It was then watched for 4 days and 

then offered as a sacrifice if it was found perfect. Our Lord Jesus rode into 

Jerusalem on a donkey on the 10
th
 day of Nisan and was crucified on the 14

th
 day 

of Nisan. This fulfilled yet another prophecy. Zechariah 9 - 9 “Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is 
coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, 
A colt, the foal of a donkey.  
Some skeptics claim that the New Testament is a hoax and that Jesus never 

existed. To that we answer that the writers were for the most part killed for 

refusing to recant of this hoax and that the Jews thought Jesus existed when they 

met in AD 100 just 68 years after his death and resurrection at the council of 

Jerusalem to seek ways to stop Jews from becoming his followers.  

Some skeptics have claimed that the Old Testament was altered by the 

Christians. In the late 1940s copies of the Old Testament dating to 200 BC of 

the Greek Septuagint and 500 BC of the Hebrew texts were found in the caves of 

Qumran. It is impossible therefore for Jesus or his followers to have altered the 

prophecies.
19

 

                                                 
15

 Daniel 9:26 – For more detail regarding this see also  – “The Cutoff Anointed One” 

http://bibledoor.no-ip.org/pdf/eng_annointed_one.pdf) 
16 This word is also used in Leviticus in relation to allowing each 7th year to allow the farm 
fields to rest. 
17 Nehemiah 2:1-8 
18 360 day Jewish years with leap years and such must be taken into account when calculated 
the 32 AD date.  
19 Also called the Dead Sea Scrolls or DSS. 

http://bibledoor.no-ip.org/pdf/eng_annointed_one.pdf


~ 32 ~ 

Young Earth 

There was a time prior to Darwin that Bibles had this dating in the columns. The 

1611 King James Bible had 4004 BC in the marginal notes on the first page. 

Most Christians rejected that the earth was young after Darwin. The last bible 

you could find the Ushers dating in was the ‘OLD SCOFFIELD REFERENCE 

BIBLE’ not the new edition. It amounts to following the traditions of men for 

Christians today to ignore the Bibles own internal evidence of how old the earth 

is. Some say each day of creation could have been longer than 24 hours. I ask 

those persons to figure out why if that is the case that the stars and the moon 

were created on the fourth day of creation. We limit God when we try to force 

His free will into a limited view which can only be supported by our thoughts. 

God tells us to have his thoughts and not our own. He did things His way just to 

prove who is sovereign. God chose that we could not find Him through our own 

human reasoning. He gave us the Bible as His revelation of Himself to us and He 

expects us to lean on His understanding. 
 

USHER’S NOTES – How Long has Man been 
on the Earth? By Ray Luff 
The following is a summary taken from bishop USHER’S NOTES which detail the dates 
which USHER figured out that date the age of the earth as 4004 prior to the birth of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The following is a detailed listing from the Bible showing how the years leading up to the 
Crucifixion of Christ are identified. 

According to the Bible mankind has only inhabited planet earth for approximately 6000 
years. 

Years   Date    Bible Ref. Comments 

      0 4004 BC Gen 1:26 -Adam and Eve Created by God 

 131 3873 BC Gen 5:3   - Seth was born in Adam’s 131st year 

 236 3768 BC Gen 5:6   - Enos was born when Seth was 105 

 326 3678 BC Gen 5:9   - Cainan was born when Enos was 90 

 396 3608 BC Gen 5:12 - Mahalaeel was born when Cainan was 70 

 461 3543 BC Gen 5:15 - Jared was born when Mahalaeel was 65 

 623 3381 BC Gen 5:18 - Enoch was born when Jared was 162 

 688 3316 BC Gen 5:21 - Methuselah as born when Enoch was 65 
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  875 3129 BC Gen 5:25 - Lamech was born when Methuselah was 187 

1057 2947 BC Gen 5:28 - Noah was born when Lamech 182 

1656 2348 BC Gen 7:6     - Noah was 600 when Flood occurred 

1659 2345 BC Gen 11:10 - Arphaxad was born 2 years after the flood 

1694 2310 BC Gen 11:12 - Salah was born when Arphaxad was 35 

1724 2280 BC Gen 11:14 - Eber was born when Salah was 30 

1758 2246 BC Gen 11:16 - Peleg was born when Eber was 34 

1788 2216 BC Gen 11:18 - Reu was born when Peleg was 30 

1820 2184 BC Gen 11:20 - Serug was born when Reu was 32 

1850 2154 BC Gen 11:22 - Nahor was born when Serug was 30 

1879 2125 BC Gen 11:24 - Terah was born when Nahor was 29 

2084 1920 BC Gen 11:32 - Terah dies age 205 (during his 206th year) 

2085 1919 BC Gen 12:4 - Abram leaves Haran to enter Canaan (he departed at age 75) 

2095 1909 BC Gen 15:18 - Typical confirmation of Covenant: Abram age 85 

2096 1908 BC Gen 16:16 - Ishmael born when Abraham was 86  

2110 1894 BC Gen 21:5   - Isaac was born when Abraham was 100 

2144 1860 BC Gen 23:1  - Isaac offered at age 33 1/2 

2147 1857 BC Gen 23:1  - Sarah died at age 127 

2170 1834 BC Gen 25:26 - Jacob and Esau born when Isaac was 60 

2300 1704 BC Gen 47:9   - Jacob enters Egypt at 130 

2515 1489 BC Gen 15:13  - see Gal 4:28-30, Israel in Egypt 215 years to Exodus 

2995 1009 BC 1 Kings 6:1 - Solomon laid the temple foundation 480 years after the 
Exodus (4th year of his reign) 

3031  973 BC 1 Kings 11:42 Solomon reigned for 40 years 

3048  956 BC 1 Kings 14:21 - Rehoboam reigned for 17 years 

3051  953 BC 1 Kings 15:2  - Abijah reigned for 3 years 

3092  912 BC 1 Kings 15:10 - Asa reigned for 41 years 

3117  887 BC 1 Kings 22:42 - Jehoshaphat reigned for 25 years 

3122  882 BC 2 Kings 8:17   - Jehoram reigned for 5 years  (+3    pro-rex) 

3123  881 BC 2 Kings 8:26   - Ahaziah reigned for 1 year 

3129  875 BC 2 Kings 11:3   - Athaliah reigned for  6 years 

3169  835 BC 2 Kings 12:1   - Jehoash reigned for 40 years 

3198  806 BC 2 Kings 14:2   - Amaziah reigned for 29 years 
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3250  754 BC 2 Kings 15:2   - Azariah (Uzziah) reigned for 52 years 

3266  738 BC 2 Kings 15:33 - Jotham reigned for 16 years 

3282  722 BC 2 Kings 16:2  - Ahaz reigned for 16 years 

3311  693 BC 2 Kings 18:2  - Hezekiah reigned for 29 years 

3366  638 BC 2 Kings 21:1  - Manasseh reigned for 55 years 

3397  607 BC 2 Kings 22:1  - Josiah reigned for 31 years 

3401  603 BC 2 Kings 23:36 - Jehoiakim (Elialim) reigned 4 years before being tributary 
to Nebuchadnezzar in Nebuchadnezzar’s first year 

3471  533 BC Jer. 25:11-12   - Land of Israel served Babylon for 70 years 

3471  533 BC 2 Chron. 36:22 The decree of Cyrus allowing the return 

3549  455 BC Ezra 7:7-8     - Artexerxes Longimanus who made the decree to rebuild 
Jerusalem 

4036   AD 33  Dan 9:27       - Messiah to be cut off middle of  70th week 

4039   AD 36  Acts 10          - End of 70th week, conversion of Cornelius and opening of 
door to Gentiles 

????          AD Heb 4:1-11 Return of Christ to set up His Millennial Kingdom on Earth  

????+1000AD Rev 20:15 - Great White Throne Judgment - Post Millennial Kingdom  

The reason there are question marks for some of the dates is that they have not occurred 
yet, but are predicted in the Bible to occur sometime in the future. The Bible tells us 
explicitly not to set dates for these future events. It does however give us general 
guidelines and expects us to be ready for these events to occur. Scripture tells us that 
the generation that sees Israel blossom will see the coming of the Second Coming of the 
Messiah.20 The countdown for the last generation that will live to see the Second Coming 
quite possibly started to happen in 1967 during the 6 day war, when Israel retook 
possession of Jerusalem.  

The Bible gives us another clue as to the length of time that man has been on the earth 
in the lineage given for the Lord Jesus Christ, through his mother Mary’s line. The lineage 
goes right back to Adam. 65 generations x approx 40 years each = 2,600 years but the 
bible also records that at the beginning of the world men lived to near 1000 years, which 
is why Jesus own lineage points to 4000 years to his birth. We know how many years it 
has been since Jesus birth every time we write the current date we attest to it.  

Luke 3 – 
23

 Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, 

being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, the son of Heli, 
24

 the son of Matthat, 

the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Janna, the son of Joseph, 
25

 the son 

of Mattathiah, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of 
                                                 
20 Parable of Fig Tree - Matt 24:32-35, Luke 21:29-33 
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Naggai, 
26

 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathiah, the son of Semei, the son of 

Joseph, the son of Judah, 
27

 the son of Joannas, the son of Rhesa, the son of 

Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 
28

 the son of Melchi, the son of 

Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmodam, the son of Er, 
29

 the son of Jose, the 

son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 
30

 the son of 

Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonan, the son of Eliakim, 
31

 the son of Melea, the son of Menan, the son of Mattathah, the son of Nathan, 

the son of David, 
32

 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of 

Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 
33

 the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son 

of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 
34

 the son of Jacob, the son of 

Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 
35

 the son of 

Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 
36

 the 

son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of 

Lamech, 
37

 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of 

Mahalalel, the son of Cainan, 
38

 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of 

Adam, the son of God. 
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The Trinity 

This tract has been found very effective in witnessing to Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

What does the Bible teach about 
the Trinity? By Ray Luff 

The Bible Teaches that there is only one True God. 

1 Timothy 2 - 5For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus, 

Deuteronomy 4 - 35To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD Himself is 
God; there is none other besides Him. 

Deuteronomy 6 - 4"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 

Isaiah 43 - 10"You are My witnesses," says the LORD, "And My servant whom I have 
chosen, That you may know and believe Me, And understand that I am He.  Before Me 
there was no God formed, Nor shall there be after Me. 

 

And it teaches that the Father is God 

1 Corinthians 8 - 6yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and 
we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through 
whom we live. 

John 17 - 1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father, 
the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 2as You have 
given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You 
have given Him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 

2 Corinthians 1 - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of mercies and God of all comfort, 
Philippians 2 - 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

Colossians 1 - 3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you, 

1 Peter 1 - 2elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of 
the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
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And it teaches that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God, which makes Him equal 
to God 

John 5 - 18Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only 
broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with 
God. 

John 20 - 28And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" 

Isaiah 9 - 6For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will 
be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

John 1 – 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 

John 14 - 7 "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from 
now on you know Him and have seen Him." 

Romans 9 - 5of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ 
came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 

Titus 2 - 13looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ, 

2 Peter 1 - 1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who 
have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior 
Jesus Christ: 

 

The Holy Spirit is an eternal Person and is therefore God. 

John 14 - 13And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.  15 "If you love Me, 
keep My commandments. 16And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, that He may abide with you forever-- 17the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He 
dwells with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 

Hebrews 9 - 14how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God? 

Acts 5 – 3 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4While it remained, was it 
not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you 
conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God." 

Ephesians 1 - 13In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
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promise, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. 

 

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are three distinct persons. 

Matthew 28 - 19Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

2 Corinthians 13 - 14The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 

1 John 5 - 7For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. 

(John refers to Jesus as the Word, see John 1:1-14) 

Genesis 1 - 26Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth." 

 

Here are some questions for those that doubt the Trinity 

Who raised Jesus from the dead? 

The Father  

Romans 6 - 4Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. 

Acts 3 - 26To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, 
in turning away every one of you from your iniquities." 

1 Thessalonians 1 - 10and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the 
dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

The Son 

John 2 - 19Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up."  20Then the Jews said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, 
and will You raise it up in three days?" 21But He was speaking of the temple of His 
body. 
John 10 - 17"Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take 
it again. 18No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My 
Father." 
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The Holy Spirit 

Romans 8 - 11But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His 
Spirit who dwells in you. 

God 

Hebrews 13 - 20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the 
dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
Acts 13 - 30But God raised Him from the dead. 

Acts 17 - 31because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to 
all by raising Him from the dead." 

 

Who does the Bible say is God? 

The Father 

Ephesians 4 - 6one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all. 

The Son 

Titus 2 - 13looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ, 

John 1 - 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 

John 20 - 28And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" 

The Holy Spirit 

Acts 5 - 3But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4While it remained, was it 
not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you 
conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God."  

The Only one and True God 

Deuteronomy 4 - 35To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD Himself is 
God; there is none other besides Him. 

 

Who created the World? 

The Father 

Ephesians 4 - 6one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and  

in you all. 
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The Son 

Colossians 1 - 16For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All 
things were created through Him and for Him. 17And He is before all things, and in Him 
all things consist. 

John 1 - 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through Him, and 
without Him nothing was made that was made. 

The Holy Spirit 

Genesis 1 - 2The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of 
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

Psalm 104 - 30You send forth Your Spirit, they are created;  And You renew the face of 
the earth. 

God 

Genesis 1 - 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Hebrews 11 - 3By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, 
so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 

 

Who saves / regenerates man? 

The Father 

1 Peter 1 - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 
His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 

The Son 

John 5 - 21For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son 
gives life to whom He will. 

John 4 - 14but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the 
water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into 
everlasting life." 

The Holy Spirit 

John 3 - 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 

God 

1 John 3 - 9Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; 
and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 
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Who Justifies Man? 

The Father 

Jeremiah 23 - 6In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely; Now this is 
His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

2 Corinthians 5 - 19that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 

The Son 

Romans 5 - 9Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through Him. 

Romans 10 - 4For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes. 

2 Corinthians 5 - 21For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him. 

The Holy Spirit 

1 Corinthians 6 - 11And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were 
sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our 
God. 

Galatians 5 – 5For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by 
faith. 

God 

Romans 4 - 6just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God 
imputes righteousness apart from works:  
Romans 9 - 33As it is written: "Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of 
offense, And whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." 

 

Who Sanctifies Man? 

The Father 

Jude 1 - 1 Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who 
are called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: 

The Son 

Titus 2 - 14who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless  

deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 

The Holy Spirit 

1 Peter 1 - 2elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of 
the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
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God 

Exodus 31 - 13"Speak also to the children of Israel, saying: "Surely My Sabbaths you 
shall keep, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you 
may know that I am the LORD who sanctifies you. 

 

Who Propitiated God’s Just Anger for Man’s sins? 

The Father 

1 John 4 - 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior 
of the world. 

John 3 - 16For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

John 17 - 5And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I 
had with You before the world was. 

John 18 - 11So Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink 
the cup which My Father has given Me?" 

The Son 

Matthew 26 - 28For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins. 

The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

1 John 2 - 2And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the whole world. 

The Holy Spirit 

Hebrews 9  - 14how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God? 

God 

2 Corinthians 5 - 1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

Acts 20 - 28Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood. 
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Special Days Celebrated by the Early Church 
The early Christians celebrated Passover according to the Jewish calendar until 

Constantine of Rome in A.D. 326 declared the celebration would be called 

Easter. This was an attempt to change the pagan worship of the goddess of 

fertility on that date to worship of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christians who wish to 

re-establish the early church principles ought to seriously consider re-establishing 

the celebration of Passover and avoid the Easter celebration altogether.  

Easter / Passover is the most important message of the Gospel that we can 

preach.  (This tract is based on the gospel according to 1 Corinthians 15. ) 

Passover (Later Called Easter)  

EASTER SUNDAY IS A GREAT DAY 
THAT WE CELEBRATE! By Ray Luff 

I was able to speak up in a cafeteria to a group of persons who asked if it was a 

good day today on Easter Sunday. They meant; “How is the weather outside?” I 

was visiting a convalescent home with persons suffering in old age ailments. I 

responded, “It is a great day today! This is the day that we are celebrating Jesus 

was raised from the dead!”   “Oh!  I never thought about it, we just eat candy 

today and don’t think about what it means to Christians” one lady replied. “Did 

you know that over 500 people witnessed the Resurrection?” I asked. (1 Co. 15:6)  
“No I didn’t”, the lady responded. And a large number of people from other 

tables turned and riveted their attention at this point. “How do you know this?” 

she asked. “It’s recorded in the Bible. Many don’t notice how many it was”, I 

replied. And I continued “As a matter of fact 

within 50 days of this, the Bible tells us there were 3000 men who believed this 

message. (Acts 2:41) 500 people were able to Convince 2500 more to join them. 

But that was only the men. It is estimated that when you add the women and 

children the number was actually closer to 10,000 people.” You could hear a pin 

drop by now. “That is amazing I never knew that” the Lady responded, others 

listening intently. “And did you know that Christians were originally called the 

cult of the Resurrection?” I asked. “No I never knew that”, she responded. “As a 

matter of fact 11 of the disciples were martyred. The Apostle Peter was crucified 

upside down on a cross; The Apostles were given the opportunity to deny what 

they had seen firsthand and they refused to do so.” “Really!” she responded. 

“Yes, and they kept on killing and killing the Christians for the first 2 centuries 

and the more they did it the more that the cult grew. It was originally a Jewish 
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cult so this was one of the early genocides of the Jewish people that was 

occurring and many don’t realize this”, I told her. “I never realized it, I always 

knew that Christians had something to do with Jews but I never really thought 

about it”, she replied. “And today in the eastern world, where Christians are 

under persecution, Christianity is growing much faster than here in the western 

world; because wherever there is persecution for some reason people are forced 

to make a much more serious decision to follow Christ, and they follow Him 

much harder. And the only thing that slows down the spread of Christianity is 

when you stop persecuting them. Eventually they found that out in the 4
th
 century 

21
and they stopped persecuting them as much in the West. But did you know that 

today there are more martyrs for Christ than ever before?” I asked. “No I didn’t 

know that”, the lady replied.“In the past century there were more martyrs than in 

the previous 1900 years. And since the year 2000 it is on the increase more than 

ever before? The news media hardly reports it. We hear more about the Jews and 

the Arabs conflicts but seldom hear about the plight of the Christians.” At this 

point the Lady said that we had talked too much that it was interfering with their 

eating the meal and that was the end of the conversation. Many nodded over and 

smiled. One man said he believed in God. He wanted me to know that. I trust my 

Lord Jesus will give me an opportunity to continue next time I am with them. 
22

 

Are you ready to accept Christ or do you want to finish your meal 
first?   

Jesus says; Revelation 3 - 20 Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man 
hears my voice, and opens the door, I will come and sup with him and he 
with me. –  
And the bible says; Proverbs 3 - 8 There is a friend that sticks closer than a 
brother. To Christians that friend is Jesus.  

He wants you to know him personally. And He makes an interesting 
promise. 

John 14 - 16And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 
that He may abide with you forever - 17 the Spirit of Truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him, nor knows Him; but you know 
Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. … 23 Jesus answered and said 
to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love 
him, and We will come to him and make our home with him.  
                                                 
21 A.D. 313 
22

 this is a true story that happened on Mar 27, 2005 in Canada. 
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What you have in fact is the entire Trinity. God in three persons is available to 

live in you. And when God the Father and God the Son decide to abide in you 

this is what will happen. 

John 7 - 38 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart 
will flow rivers of living water” 
That is why Christians must keep telling everyone. We cannot stop the river of 

excitement and new life we are experiencing inside us, because of our personal 

relationship with the Living Saviour! 

A Suggested Prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner. Please forgive me for my sins. I 
ask you to be the Master of my life. Please come into my life and sup 
with me as your word has promised. Give me the strength to follow 
you whatever it takes even if it means persecution. Amen. 
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 Pentecost (the first harvest) 
The inauguration of the Church started with a great harvest of souls. 

The Day of Pentecost By Ray Luff 

The day of Pentecost is hard to find in the Old Testament because it appears 

under several different names. The first time the Old Testament mentions this 

day it is called the ‘feast of Harvest’.  

Exo. 23 - 14 “Three times you shall keep a feast to Me in the year:  
a)
 15 You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread (you shall eat unleavened 
bread seven days, … in the month of Abib, … 

b) 16 and the Feast of Harvest, the first fruits of your labours which you have 
sown in the field;  

c) and the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you have 
gathered in the fruit of your labours from the field.  

The Feast of Harvest is the second feast of the year. It follows the feast of 

Unleavened Bread. It happens when the first fruits of the wheat harvest occur. 

Deut. 16 - 6 but at the place where the LORD your God chooses to make His 
name abide, there you shall sacrifice the Passover at twilight, at the going 
down of the sun, at the time you came out of Egypt. 8 Six days you shall eat 
unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a sacred assembly to 
the LORD your God. You shall do no work on it. 9 “You shall 
count seven weeks for yourself; begin to count the seven weeks from the time 
you begin to put the sickle to the grain. 10 Then you shall keep the Feast of 
Weeks to the LORD your God with the tribute of a freewill offering from your 
hand, which you shall give as the LORD your God blesses you. 
The people of Israel were led to a place where the Lord decides where they 

offered the sacrifice of Passover.  

Then they ate unleavened bread for 6 days and on the 7
th
 day celebrated ‘the feast 

of unleavened bread’. During the six days of that week they likely began to plant 

their wheat crop starting on the day after the Sabbath (Sunday).  

They counted off 7 weeks (49) days starting one day after the Sabbath day 

(Sunday); Fifty days altogether.  

Then they brought the first fruits of the harvest to ‘the Feast of Harvest’, which is 

also called the ‘Feast of Weeks’.  

This feast was not held on a Sabbath but on a Sunday which falls exactly fifty 

days after the day of Passover Sabbath. Lev. 23 - 10 “… ‘When you come into 
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the land which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf 
of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest. 11 He shall wave the sheaf before 
the LORD, … on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. … … 16 
Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a 
new grain offering to the LORD. Num. 28 - 26 ‘Also on the day of the 
firstfruits, when you bring a new grain offering to the LORD at your Feast of 
Weeks, you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work.  
The ‘Feast of Harvest’ or ‘Day of First Fruits’ over time became known as ‘the 

day of Pentecost’. The word  ‘Pente’ stands for fifty. Forty nine days after Jesus’ 

Resurrection from the dead, which was fifty days after the Passover Sabbath, 

Jesus inaugurated His Church. Acts 2 - When the Day of Pentecost had fully 
come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came 
a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided 
tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. 5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
from every nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound occurred, the 
multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them 
speak in his own language. … 12 So they were all amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “Whatever could this mean?” … 14 But Peter… said to 
them, …16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘And it shall 
come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on 
all flesh; … 21 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of 
the LORD Shall be saved.’ … 40 And with many other words he testified and 
exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then 
those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three 
thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 
Then fear came upon every soul,   
Every time the Jews celebrate the day  of Pentecost today, they are forced to do it 

on a Sunday. On that day God chose to produce ‘a day of first fruits’ of the new 

covenant that was prophesied.  

Eze. 11 - 19 Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within 
them, and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of 
flesh, 20 that they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments and do 
them; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God. 
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Early Christians began to celebrate the Lord’s Supper weekly on the Sunday 

(Acts 20:7) because it is both the day that Jesus was raised from the dead and it is 

the day that the Holy Spirit first came to dwell in the hearts of men. 

It is significant that Peter preached this sermon as Jesus had prophesied that he 

would be a part of building the church. (Matt 16:18) Jesus himself is the 

cornerstone of the church (Acts 4:11). He is the rock of our salvation. (2 Sam. 
22:46) God told Moses he would get life saving water from the rock if he tapped 

it with his staff, but he struck it. God true to his promised gave life saving water 

from the rock that was scorned. Jesus is that rock that many in this world scorn. 

(Deut 32:15, Isaiah 6:11) 
Even this triumphant event was not the most significant thing about that day. 

Jesus’ prophecy regarding the Holy Spirit coming to abide in the life of the 

believer forever also came true. John 14 – 16 … He will give you another 
Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you 
know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. … 20 At that day you 
will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 He who 
has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who 
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself 
to him.”    
You and I can be part of the Celebration of the third ‘Feast of the Ingathering’ 

that God has planned for the end of the age. Jesus wants to dwell in you and 

make your life brand new. Rev. 3 - 
20

 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If 

anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with 

him, and he with Me.  
 

A Suggested Prayer: 

Dear Lord Jesus, I agree with you that I am sinner. I see that throughout 

History You have revealed your plan to bring me to You. I thank You for 

shedding your precious blood because of my sin. I am willing to turn away 

from my sin to follow you from now on. Please come in and sup with me as you 

promised in Your word.  
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Christmas (It’s true meaning) 

Christmas is a relatively new phenomenon.  Rather than address Santa Claus and 

Christmas Trees and the such, this tract seeks to give the Early Church 

perspective of this Mass.  A more important Mass held by the early church that 

we do not discuss here is the one called “Epiphany” which celebrated the first 

public recognition of the Lord Jesus Christ with the coming of the Magi. It was 

celebrated on January 6
th
 and still is celebrated as Christmas by the eastern 

orthodox church.  The twelve days of Christmas start on December 25
th
 and end 

on the day of Epiphany. But even the celebration of Epiphany was not known for 

the first 300 years of the early church. The early church knew nothing of either 

holiday.  

What is the true Meaning of 
Christmas? By Ray Luff 

Christmas is a shortened term for “Christ’s Mass 
23

”, a day which marks the 

remembering of the reason that Christ was born to this world. The Lord Jesus 

Christ came as God in the flesh to die on a cross for our sins. The purpose of 

“Christ’s mass” is to remember His death in the way He asked us to do it, by the 

breaking of bread and the drinking of wine. (1 Cor. 11:23-26) The Bible calls it 

the ‘Lords Supper’. 

The Lord’s Supper’ which celebrates Jesus birth began to be called 'Christmas' in 

the mid 4
th
 century. The more important event however is ‘the Lord’s Supper at 

the time of Passover (Easter). It is the Christian replacement for the Passover 

which was instituted by Christ himself.  Luke 22 - 19 And He took bread, gave 
thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is 
given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 20 Likewise He also took the 
cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is 
shed for you.  
These two observances Christmas and Easter of the ‘Lords Supper’ however, are 

no more significant than any other observance of the Lord’s Supper. The ‘Lord’s 

                                                 
23 modif. of VL *messa, lit., dismissal at the end of a religious service. - MW Collegiate 
Dict. (11th Ed.) The word Mass doesn’t appear in the Bible. The Bible calls it “the Lord’s 

Supper”.The disciples met for the express purpose of breaking bread on Sunday in 
Acts 20:7, suggesting a weekly observance and suggesting that it is to be more than a 
dismissal tacked on at the end of a service.  
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supper’ has been observed every Lord’s day (Sunday) by many Christians since 

the time of Christ’s ascension into heaven. 

Christians claimed the first day of the week as their Sabbath day to celebrate 

Christ’s death and resurrection as it represents the day that Christ was raised 

from the dead. (Acts 20:7) The rest of the world had always observed its day of 

rest on the Saturday, which goes back all the way to Adam. It is also the 4
th
 of the 

Ten Commandments to keep a Sabbath day of rest. Exod. 20 - 9 Six days you 
shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
LORD your God. In it you shall do no work.  
The Bread that is broken each Sunday represents Christ’s body which was broken 

for us. The wine represents Christ’s blood which was shed that we might be 

washed clean of our sins. 

At Christmas we particularly reflect on the fact that God the son, the Lord Jesus 

Christ came to dwell among us. (John 1:1-4,14) 

The scripture tells us that Jesus was born of a virgin. It tells us that He was 

begotten of God. (John 3:16) This makes Him equal with God, A claim that no 

one else could make. 

The prophets said of Him that He would be called ‘Emmanuel’ meaning ‘God is 

with us’. (Isaiah 7:14) Jesus made His dwelling place among men. (John 1:14) 

Jesus said that He would prepare dwelling places in heaven (John 14:1-3) for His 

children who allow Him to have a dwelling place in their hearts.  John 1 - 12a But 
to as many as received Him (the Lord Jesus Christ) to them gave He the right 
to be called the children of God. … 16 …I will pray the Father, and He will 
give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows 
Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. … At that 
day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 
He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And 
he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and 
manifest Myself to him.”  
It is fitting that we celebrate Christmas in the winter time (although the best 

evidence is that Christ was actually born in the summer months perhaps as early 

as May) because the Bible says that God wants to make you white as snow.  

Isaiah 1 - 18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though 
your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red 
like crimson, They shall be as wool.  
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Can you think of any greater Christmas present than this! When God lives in you, 

He will help you to keep your life clean. 

Matt 3 - 11 …He [God] will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing 
floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.”  
The Apostle John said; 

1 John 1 - 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
Jesus says; 

Rev 3 - 20 Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man hears my voice, 
and opens the door, I will come and sup with him and he with me. (KJV) 
At Christmas time we give gifts to each other. God has given the gift of His son 

to us. God is asking you to give a gift to Him this Christmas. That gift is yourself, 

your will and your willingness to submit to His rule in your life. Paul called this a 

reasonable request when you consider what He has done for you. (Rom 12:1-2) 

Will you submit to Him?  Consider starting a dialogue with Him right now. 

Invite Jesus to come into your life to dwell with you. He will give you a brand 

new start. He will make you white as snow.  

Let us know if we can assist you in any way. May God bless you this Christmas 

season. May you experience it as you never have before! 

 

Suggested Prayer:  
Psalm 57 - 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make me hear joy and gladness, …9 Hide Your 
face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.  
Continue to pray and confess your sins to the Lord Jesus as He reveals them to 

you. Ask Him to transfer His righteousness to you and to take away your 

unrighteousness. 

Then find a church where you can celebrate the Lord’s Supper together with 

other believers and where they can encourage you in your new walk with our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Emerging Trends in the Church 

Great Famine  

Bible illiteracy is so prevalent that it is appearing on our pulpits. Messages such 

as described in this tract will eventually lead us toward Universalism.  I heard a 

message delivered in an assembly a few years ago for example that stated that 

Muslim Fundamentalism and Christian Fundamentalism were the same thing. I 

brought this to the attention of the elders that there was a serious problem. They 

disagreed.  This tract attempts to address the question, “Where are our messages 

coming from if they are not based squarely on the Bible?”  It also tries to address 

the underlying problem of Bible Illiteracy. 

The Great Famine of our Day By Ray Luff 

We live in a day and age when there is a famine among Christians whereby we 
lack knowledge of God’s word. Test yourself with this question: Have you ever 
read the bible from cover to cover? Over 20% of post graduate Bachelor of 
Theology students from Dallas Seminary failed to answer this question 
affirmatively. 

I have interviewed folks who have been Christians for 50 years but who have 
admitted that this is one goal they have not accomplished yet. Why is this not 
asked of anyone serving in the church as a primary requisite for service? It is not 
enough to read it once only.  

Any Christian that spends 15 minutes a day reading God’s word is capable of 
reading the entire bible at least once each year. Does our reading of God’s word 
even begin to compare with the time we spend watching our television sets, 
which indoctrinate us with the world’s standards? 

Our lack of knowledge of God’s word has produced illiterate teachers as well 
who can cover this lack of knowledge by giving us talks based on opinions and 
false teachings coming from other non-biblical sources which the bible calls 
“other gospels”.  

The sermons in the majority of churches in the Western Nations today are 
lacking in exposition of the Bible. Instead of messages from the bible we are 
receiving messages on “the four temperaments”, “the seven love languages”, 
“positive affirmation” and many other false teachings including the “self-
seeking” message that we should ‘love ourselves’. We are being given marketing 
techniques such as “The Purpose [market] Driven Church” which tells us to be 
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more relevant to what are called (self) seekers who are looking for an 
experience that will satisfy their needs. When scripture is used in these 
messages they have been distorted and taken out of context to make claims 
that the bible never made when properly interpreted. The scriptures are being 
distorted to support the psychology being presented. The bible calls these 
messages “doctrines of demons” (1 Timothy 4:1). These doctrines have “crept 
in unawares” (Jude 4). Largely responsible for this is the blind faith acceptance 
in psychology as promoted by the majority of Christian Bible colleges, churches 
and Christians today. The bible tells us to have faith in what is revealed by God 
in His word. God chose that we would not find Him through the wisdom of men. 
Dan. 2 - 20 “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, For wisdom and 
might are His. … 22 He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in 
the darkness, And light dwells with Him. 1 Cor. 1 - 21 … in the wisdom of 
God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through 
the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  
You must choose which thoughts you will allow to rule over you. Prov. 29 - 
18 Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he 
who keeps the law. 19 A servant will not be corrected by mere words; For 
though he understands, he will not respond.  
The Bible proves that it is revealed by God through fulfilled prophecies.24  Men 
do not change just by telling them mere words of doubtful origin. Using 
psychology in our messages may give under-standing according to men’s 
wisdom, but it will not solicit a Godly response in the listener.  

To be effective for Christ, we must seek to understand the revelations of God’s 
word. This requires that we  2 Tim. 2 – 15 Study to be approved unto God, a 
workman that need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of Truth. We’re 
told to “be instant in season and out of season” (2 Tim. 4:1-4). We are told to 

“exhort and convince those that contradict” (Tit. 1:9a). How will we accomplish 
this if we do not study Gods word? 

Solomon told us that the preacher sets many proverbs in order that the 
message he delivers might be “delivered as by one Shepherd [the Lord Jesus 
Christ]” (Eccl. 12:9-12). God reveals much about himself to us by comparing one 
scripture with another (1 Cor. 2:13). As we study, we become people who can 
unlock the bible for others and bless them with a word of encouragement which 

                                                 
24

 See also: http://bibledoor.no-ip.org/pdf/ eng_prophecy_proves_the_word_sm.pdf 

http://bibledoor.no-ip.org/pdf/%20eng_prophecy_proves_the_word_sm.pdf


~ 54 ~ 

exactly fits the situation that meets their true need which may not be their 
perceived need. (Isaiah 50:4; Prov. 25:11). 
Jesus told us to “Preach the gospel to all creatures [persons]” (Mark 16:15) and 
to “create disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). Disciples are to perpetually be 
creating disciples. It is done by preaching. There is no other way. Preaching 
involves arguing persuasively with the right touch that comes only by study and 
obedience to God’s word. 

Mohammed called us the “people of the book”. Are we ‘people of the book’ 
today?  We ought to be. I often talk with Muslims who are confused because 
they hardly find a Christian who knows 'the book' yet their Quran says we are 
people like this. 

God will honour us with many souls led to Him if we will honour Him in our 
personal home Bible study and in our study as families at the dinner table and 
as assemblies who gather for prayer and study corporately. When we discuss 
what we are learning in the word corporately we sharpen each other. (Prov. 
27:17). God expects you to prepare yourself to be a light to the world in which 
you live. Jesus has left you and me responsible to shed His light. Jesus said:  
John 9 - 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” He also 
tells his disciples:  Matt. 5 - 14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hidden.” That light in us is hidden when we are lacking 
knowledge of God’s word. 
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Love (of self) 

Messages from Psycology are invading the church.  Several of our tracts warn 

about this from different perspectives. 

Love – An act of the will or something fallen into? By Ray Luff 

Deuteronomy 6 - 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your strength.  

Although this statement is not one of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) 

which God gave to Moses at Mount Sinai, according to Jesus, it is the greatest 

commandment. (Matthew 22:35-40, Mark 12:28-31; Luke 10:25-28) 

If this is the greatest commandment, then failure to love God with one’s entire 

heart, soul, and might must be the greatest sin of which one could be guilty. 

The second commandment, according to our Lord is “You shall love thy 
neighbour as yourself”.  

1 John 4 – 20 says, “He that loves not his brother whom he has seen, how 
he can love God whom he has not seen?” “On these two commandments,” 
said Jesus, Matthew 22 – 40 “hang all the  law and the prophets”  

The Bible is filled with injunctions to love God, with explanations … and the 

benefits derived thereby.  

Deuteronomy 10 - 12 “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God 
require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and 
to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul,…. 30 - 6 And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and 
the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, that you may live   

Deuteronomy 30 - 20 that you may love the LORD your God, that you may 
obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the 
length of your days;   

Nehemiah 1 – 5b “LORD God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You 
who keep Your covenant and mercy with those who love You and observe 
Your commandments,  

Romans 8 - 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.  
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1 Corinthians 2 – 9b “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into 
the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love 
Him.”  

Clearly the message of the Bible is that love is an act of the will toward God first 

and then others, But there are false prophets which have “crept in unawares” 

(Jude 4) in Christian circles today that teach us another type of Love; A type of 

love that the bible does not recognize. The “love” that I am speaking of is that of 

“self-love”; The idea that we must first love ourselves before it is possible to love 

others. This false teaching finds its root in the wisdom of man and not in the 

wisdom of God as revealed to us in His word, the Bible.  

 

The following is quoted from Dave Hunt’s book “an Urgent Call to a Serious 

Fatih”. 

The pre-eminence of loving self began to be promoted fifty years ago by Erich 

Frumm a blatantly anti-Christian humanistic psychologist who believed in man’s 

innate goodness. He dared to say that Jesus taught we must first love ourselves 

before we can love others when he said,  
Matthew 19 – 19 “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself”  

other humanistic psychologists such as Abraham Maslow and Carl Rogers 

picked up Fromm’s concept of self-love and popularized it.  

In fact far from teaching self-love Christ was rebuking it in the statement quoted 

above. He was saying “You feed and clothe and care for yourselves day and 

night. Now give to your neighbours some of that attention that you lavish upon 

yourselves. Love your neighbour as yourselves.” Such has been the Christian 

understanding of this verse throughout history. Christ would hardly tell us to 

love our neighbours as we love ourselves if we did not already love ourselves 

enough. But Fromm’s perverted interpretation, through Christian Psychology, 

gained an entrance into the church. 

In 1900 years, no Christian author or preacher had ever discovered a single 

verse in the Bible that taught self-love and self-esteem. Calvin, Luther, Wesley, 

Spurgeon, Moody and others found just the opposite; the necessity to deny self 

and to esteem others better than ourselves (Philippians 2:3). Nevertheless, 

humanistic philosophy’s emphasis upon loving self inspired Christian 

psychologists with a new interpretation of Scripture that seemed to support their 

new position. Bruce Narramore wrote, “Under the influence of humanistic 

psychologists like Carle Rogers and Abraham Maslow, many of us Christians 

[psychologists] have begun to see our need for self-love and self-esteem. That is 



~ 57 ~ 

a good and necessary  focus”. Tragically…The sad (result is that)…No longer 

are we being convicted of our failure to love God with our whole heart, soul, and 

might as the gravest of sins and the root of all personal problems…. The average 

Christian, while he may love much else, including even the world which he is 

forbidden to love, gives little serious thought to loving God.  
Why Does God allow false teachers? 

God even tells us in Deuteronomy 13:1-3 that He allows false prophets to work 
signs and wonders as a test to see  

Deuteronomy 13: - 3 “whether ye love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul” 

Love is commanded. True love begins with the will, not the emotions. That love is 

commanded seems incomprehensible even to many Christians. The world has 

conditioned us to believe that one “falls in love” and that love is romantic 

attraction between the sexes. “Boy meets girl and falls in love” is the most 

popular theme of novels and movies. Yet “love” without God brings sorrow. 

Falling in love is perceived as being helplessly swept up in a mysterious, 

euphoric, overpowering feeling over which one has no control and which, 

inevitably loses its magic. One is thus equally helpless in “falling out of love,” 

and thereafter “falling in love” with someone else. A commitment of the wills is 

missing. We are commanded to love with purity – God first of all, with our whole 

being, and then our neighbour as at least a partial correction of our natural 

tendency to excessively love ourselves. Love is a commitment to God that 

demonstrates itself in human relationships… This temporary release from self-

centeredness explains more than anything else the ecstasy of love – a fact which 

those “in love” generally fail to realize. 
25

 

                                                 
25 “An Urgent Call to a Serious Faith”, p 130-133, Dave Hunt. The portions in italics are all 
quoted from Dave’s book; A book that we highly recommend as a must read for all Christians. 
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Pastoral or Soul Care?  

Until relatively recently the Church was in the business of offering Pastoral care 

to persons in distress. I have inserted a tract which gives an example of how this 

most vital and important role of the church, has for the most part been replaced 

by a reliance on non Christian methods of counselling . 

What do you think about Soul 
Doctors? By Ray Luff 

1 Tim 6 - 20 O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding 
the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called 
knowledge— 21 by professing it some have strayed concerning the faith. 

The author of this tract has asked this question of Pastors, Elders, Medical Doctors and 
Volunteers in Para-church organizations and have gotten pretty much the same response. 
“What is a Soul Doctor?   I have never heard of one. Is it a new cult?  Are there people 
actually calling themselves Soul Doctors?”   And when I have confronted persons that I refer 
to as Soul Doctors they are quick to point out that their profession has nothing to do with 
Souls. They are the first to state that the Soul profession belongs to Religion that their 
profession is the profession of the Mind. 

The persons I am referring to as Soul doctors prefer to have titles that stem from the Greek 
word for Soul “Psyche”. Yes I am talking about Psychologists and Psychotherapists and 
Psychiatrists. It is these persons who have stolen the “Soul” from the church when it comes 
to ministering to men’s souls. 

Just as science has come into opposition with Christianity concerning the topic of Evolution 
vs Creation, science has also been opposing Christianity in the shepherding of Souls for the 
past century. Christians for the most part have been blind to both these assaults on the 
Christian faith. The later being more hideous because Christians have embraced the later 
attacks of science on the Soul wholeheartedly. There is seldom a word spoken against it. 

There is a concept regarding conflict resolution spoken of in the Bible which I have had 

personal experience with regarding this.  
1 Cor. 6 - 1 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before 

the unrighteous, and not before the saints? 2Do you not know that the saints 

will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you 

unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3Do you not know that we shall judge 

angels?   How much more, things that pertain to this life? 4If then you have 

judgments concerning things pertaining to this life, do you appoint those who 

are least esteemed by the church to judge? 5I say this to your shame. Is it so, 
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that there is not a wise man among you, not even one, who will be able to 

judge between his brethren? 6But brother goes to law against brother, and that 

before unbelievers!   7Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that 

you go to law against one another. Why do you not rather accept wrong?  

Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated? 8No, you yourselves do 

wrong and cheat, and you do these things to your brethren! 

 Recently I had the privilege of ministering to a Christian couple who had obtained a legal 
separation and were headed toward divorce. Both persons harbored great animosity to the 
other. Both claimed they believed God’s will was for reconciliation, but neither would accept 
all the blame for the wrongs that had occurred. They were seeking a mediator to help them 
resolve their conflicts. I was very aware of some discrepancies in the stories being told and I 
felt it was time to get them both in the same room with each other within the context of being 
responsible to a local church. Basically, if lies were going to be told let them be told in front of 
somebody they respected, namely a pastor. (One of them attended an denominational 
church, the other did not attend any.)  Both parties were willing to meet with a pastor from 
the church, if I could arrange it.  

With that I set about arranging a meeting with the pastor. I encouraged the person who did 
not attend a church to set the meeting with the pastor, which they did. The pastor was asked 
if I could attend the meeting but the pastor declined the offer. The pastor proceeded to meet 
only with the individual that set the meeting and did not invite the spouse to attend. At the 
meeting the pastor told this individual that they should discontinue all contact with myself 
because I had no “Professional Qualifications” to minister to the couple and he added that he 
also did not have the qualifications to provide this type of ministry. He then gave this 
individual a card for a Psychologist that he recommended and stated that the fees would be 
high to get the kind of counsel that was needed. Little concern was given to the fact that 
financial difficulties were at the root of the bitterness that had caused the separation. 

Subsequently this couple did not follow through with meeting the counsellor. Instead, they 
fought custody battles with each other in the court system and ultimately became divorced. 
Neither ever met in a room together with a minister of God’s word to resolve their conflicts, 
although they had met individually with me. The one attending the assembly continues to do 
so in spite of this lack of care provided them and the other blames the church for ignoring the 
couples need for Soul care. This outcome could hardly be blamed on the Soul Doctor 
(Psychologist) that wasn’t consulted. Or could it be? 

What is the message that Soul Doctors have been consistently giving the church?  
The basic message of Psychology to the Church has consistently been that the care of Souls 
requires knowledge of Psychology which only those with special training outside of Holy 
Scripture have training in. And these trained persons are the ones that should deal with all 
but the most trivial matters. This message has been swallowed hook line and sinker by the 
majority of local assemblies of believers today. The theory is given that the Bible cannot 
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possibly address all issues of the human condition and that God’s Truth can be found in 
Sciences outside the study of God’s word. 

What does the bible say about Soul Care? 

There’s a message from the bible that could have been told to the couple.  

Gal. 5 - 15But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be 

consumed by one another! 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not 

fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit 

against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do 

the things that you wish. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 

the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,] 

fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 

jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21envy, 

murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, 

just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not 

inherit the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. 

Against such there is no law. 24And those who are Christ's have crucified the 

flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in 

the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 

another. 

And there is a message to the local assembly of believers who is willing to care for 
Souls.  

Gal. 6 - 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual 

restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be 

tempted. 2Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

Who in the church is competent to counsel?  Apparently God enlists any who have been 
reconciled to join in the ministry of reconciliation as his representatives here on earth. That 
would include all who call themselves Christians.  

2 Cor. 5 - 18Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself 

through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19that is, 

that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their 

trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20Now 

then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through 

us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 21For He made 

Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him. 

Some Christians think it is only a hired pastor that should get involved in ministry, yet 
the bible is clear who it is that is to minister in the church.  



~ 61 ~ 

Rev. 1 - 4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:  Grace to you and 

peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 

Spirits who are before His throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 

the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him 

who loved us and washed[1] us from our sins in His own blood, 6and has made 

us kings[2] and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 

All Christians are priests. Priests Minister.  

1 Peter 2 - 9But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called 

you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

Who should minister to whom in the church?  Titus 2 - 3the older women likewise, 
that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, 
teachers of good things-- 4that they admonish the young women to love their 
husbands, to love their children, 5to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, 
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed. 
Men should minister to men and women to women in the context of the Church family. Most 
certainly you will not find men ministering to Women without their husbands present. How 
many ministries have been destroyed by not heeding this advice?  When I have occasioned 
to counsel a woman it has been over the phone only or in the presence of another to witness 
the event. 

Doesn’t Ministry require equipping for it? 

We can empathize with the sufferer because we too have suffered the human condition. We 
do not have to experience the same suffering that another suffers but we can draw on any of 
life’s experience that God has allowed to come our way.  

2 Cor. 1 - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our 

tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with 

the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5For as the 

sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through 

Christ.  

We have the word of God to equip us for ministry.  

2 Tim. 3 - 16All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17that the 

man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

To be effective however we must know the scriptures well.  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/#footnote_223156139_1
http://bible.gospelcom.net/#footnote_223156139_2
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Rom. 15 - 14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that 

you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish 

one another. 

God has given Christians His divine nature to equip us.  

2 Peter 1 - 3as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life 

and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and 

virtue, 4by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious 

promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust…. 19And so we 

have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that 

shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts; 

Specifically the Christian has been sealed with a member of the Godhead living in us.  

Eph. 1 - 13In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with 

the Holy Spirit of promise, 14who[1] is the guarantee of our inheritance until 

the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. 

With the Holy Spirit living in us we have discernment not known by the world.  

John 14 - 16And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 

that He may abide with you forever-- 17the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know 

Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 

We must be people who daily put to death the deeds of the body ourselves in order to help 
others to do likewise.  

Rom. 8 - 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors--not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but 

if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

Our Job is not to please people by making them feel better about themselves. We must be 
willing to speak the truth in love.  

Gal. 1 - 4who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this 

present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5to whom be 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon 

from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7which 

is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the 

gospel of Christ. 8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 

gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we 

have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/#footnote_144954153_1
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you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 10For do I now 

persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I 

would not be a bondservant of Christ. 11 But I make known to you, brethren, 

that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12For I 

neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the 

revelation of Jesus Christ.  

Psalm 119 - 92Unless Your law had been my delight, I would then have 

perished in my affliction. 93I will never forget Your precepts, For by them 

You have given me life. 94I am Yours, save me; For I have sought Your 

precepts. 

We have a high priest who is the only true counselor that we represent. He 
understands peoples afflictions and He alone can heal them.  

Heb. 2 - 14Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He 

Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy 

him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and release those who 

through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16For indeed 

He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. 

17Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might 

be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make 

propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For in that He Himself has suffered, 

being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted. 

God doesn’t merely put a person’s mind at ease. He renews it.  

Rom. 12 - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

God sets us free of the Yoke of Bondage and gives us liberty.  

Gal. 5 - 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, 

and do not be entangled again with a yoke of  bondage. Our Ministry is to 

bring about faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He alone can minister to the needs 

of our fellow man. 

Our Ministry is to bring about faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He alone can minister to the 
needs of our fellow man.  

Luke 18 - 8"When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?" 
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Addendum:   I wrote this tract 2 years before I began to distribute it widely. The reason I 
withheld it from wide distribution originally is that it was met with immediate opposition by my 
critics. I feel compelled now to distribute this tract as messages from Psychology are 
beginning to infiltrate our pulpits. Messages about the 5 love languages, the 4 
Temperaments and how homosexuals can claim before God that someone else is 
responsible for their condition (which the bible calls sin) are examples of the messages that 
are becoming all too common today. I believe the Church is becoming dumbed down by this 
assault from the Psyche “Soul” professions and we are deviating from the true gospel 
message which includes the taking of personal responsibility for our sin condition, 
repentance and reconciliation which is made possible only through the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We must stop seeking to blend in the foreign “Other Gospel” messages that 
are insipidly creeping into our message. 
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Beware of Benny 

We have included a tract called “Beware of Benny” that examines the ministry of 

Benny Hinn in order to illustrate why the Early Church rejected the sign gifts, 

using a modern day example.  The Early Church shortly after the time of the 

apostles noticed that the sign gifts had stopped being practiced and they rightly 

interpreted 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 as the reason why. They argued on this basis 

that the Canon of Scripture was closed to any further additions, because if there 

truly were prophets after the Apostles then we would have no reason to exclude 

their writings from being added to the Holy Bible. The writings of Clement of 

Rome was one of the first test cases for whether to close the canon of scriptures 

based. This early church doctrine is called the ‘doctrine of cessation’.  See also 

the tract entitle ‘Prophecy Proves the Word’. 

Beware of Benny! By Ray Luff 
He’s dressed in White arraignment, trimmed in Gold. He’s well known around 

the world. He has so much fan mail that there are 40 full time staff devoted to 

opening the mail for him. He stays in the finest hotels often costing in excess of 

$2,000.00 dollars a night. His residence has 8 bathrooms and a parking garage 

that holds 10 cars. He speaks to stadiums around the world and on Television 

Networks more than any other speaker; drawing large crowds wherever he goes. 

His admirers defend him, no matter what he says or does, claiming that he is 

Gods Anointed
26

 and that you cannot speak out against God’s Anointed. 1 
Chronicles 16 – 22 Touch not mine anointed and do my prophets no harm. 

The one we speak of is Benny Hinn. Why are we concerned? 

Because he is misrepresenting Christ in such a way as to deceive all people, 

whether they call themselves Christians or otherwise. And he is becoming an 

obstacle to giving this world the truth which can set them free if it will be 

received. John 8 - 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free.”  
Is Benny a Prophet? Benny says that he is. This is not a necessary title to ascribe 

to himself as many others have similar ministry without such claims. But since 

Benny makes this claim then it is simple to find out if it is true. The bible says a 

prophet never makes an error. If he does he is false and you shouldn’t listen to 

him. Deuteronomy 18 - 21…‘How shall we know the word which the LORD has 

                                                 
26 The Greek word Christos (Christ) means anointed. If you don’t speak out against a false 
Christ, you deny the real one. 
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not spoken?’ 22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing 
does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not 
spoken;  
Jeremiah 14 – 14 Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in 
my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake 
unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination and a thing 
of nought, and the deceit of their heart.  
Jeremiah 23 – 16 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words 
of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a 
vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD. 
Here are some of Benny’s Prophecies and tall tales: 

1983 – Hinn and 5 others survived a small plane crash. Later of this Hinn said: 

“The Lord spoke, saying ‘Nothing will happen to you’. When I walked out of the 

plane, I did not have a scratch on my body.” (Hinn also claimed he healed 

another passenger’s eye. According to the Sherriff’s report Hinn suffered 

multiple contusions, abrasions and lacerations. The eye spoken of was healed 

over several repeated operations and had nothing to do with Benny.) 
27

 

1989 - The Lord also tells me to tell you in the mid ‘90’s-about ’94 or ’95, no 

later than that-God will destroy the community of America…He will destroy it 

with fire.  

1989 - The Spirit of God tells me – an earth-quake will hit the East Coast of 

America and destroy much in the 90’s.  

 1989 - The Spirit tells me – Fidel Castro will die in the ‘90’s...it’ll be worse than 

any death you can imagine.
28

 

April 10, 1998 - The Lord spoke to me while in Miami … and said “Come back 

here for good Friday” … and I said “Open the way” and guess what the manager 

of the Miami Arena cancelled the hockey game so we can have this arena today. 

(Mr. Ives Brault contacted the Miami Arena manger to verify this account. He 

was told that there never was a game scheduled for that day.) 
29

 

October 19,1999 – You’re going to have people raised from the dead watching 

this network…People from around the world… will say to undertakers “Not yet. 

I want to take my dead loved one and place him in front of that TV set for 24 

hours…if some dead person be put in front of this TV screen, they will be raised 

                                                 
27 Blinded by Bennie – Greg Locke, p 20 
28 1989 prophecies in Orlando Christian Fellowship. 
29 Blinded by Bene – Greg Locke, p 15 
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from the dead, and they will be by the thousands. You wait…I see something 

amazing. I see rows of caskets lining up in front of this TV set … I see people 

taking the hands of the dead and letting them touch the screen. 
30

  The lack of 

discernment among so-called Christians these days is appalling! Because people 

still follow this man even when these things are pointed out to them. 

We at bible door tracts offer this possible explanation. Many are not reading the 

bible continually from cover to cover anymore. We have interviewed elderly 

Christians who have admitted they have not done it once. When a false prophet 

comes along they don’t notice the deception. 

2 Peter 2 - 1But there were also false prophets among the people, even as 
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive 
heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves 
swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of 
whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit 
you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, 
and their destruction does not slumber.  
We are concerned because we don’t want people to blaspheme our Lord because 

of this man. Secondly if a Prophet is in error his doctrine is also in error. This we 

are more concerned with. To rescue people from heresies that will further 

dishonour our Lord. “But what about his miracles” some will ask. Our Lord Jesus 

Christ gave the answer to that question. 

Matthew 24 - 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great 
signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told 
you beforehand.  
 

                                                 
30 Blinded by Bene – Greg Locke 
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Earth Worship 

This tract might seem extreme that the things it describes are happening in the 

Church. We believe that many things are paving the way for subsequent 

generations to deviate further and further from the truth. Although this is a 

sideline issue we see such trends also in our modern day bibles. The NIV 

committee released a new version called the NIVR. The R stands for revised. The 

revision was to make the Bible gender neutral. This is an attempt to help feminise 

the church. The Gnostics made this attempt long ago and were somewhat 

successful at introducing the worship of Mary (Marionism) into the church. 

(Gnosticism predated Christianity with the worship of the goddess Sophia. They 

thought they could make progress by invading the church with their doctrines. 

Dan Brown who wrote the ‘Davinci Code’ is a self proclaimed modern day 

Gnostic. The NIVR was largely rejected by the Baptist Church in the USA so it 

has not been sold in North America. Now the NIV committee has released 

another NIVG bible, called the Green bible which adds green coloring to all 

verses that would support looking after the earth. We have another book called 

“Comparison of Modern Bible Versions” for those that want to explore this topic 

in more detail. 

The following tract indicates rather radical beliefs are being embraced by 

younger generation. We believe that the church ought to get out of the business 

of needs fulfillment which is leading to further and further deviation from 

centering our thoughts on God and others. There are many lies slipping in 

unawares. The bible warns that the Church of Laodicea is one that has all its 

needs met and has no need of God. In fact He is knocking on the outside trying to 

get in. (Rev 3:20) The scriptures tell us all these things so that we will not be 

caught unawares (Jude 4) at the end of the age. 
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'Earth worship' on the rise among 
evangelical youth By Ray Luff 

Allie Martin - OneNewsNow - 2/25/2008 10:00:00 AM 

Janice Crouse, a senior fellow with Concerned 

Women for America, says it's disturbing that 

many young people in evangelical churches are 

experimenting with the Wiccan religion. 

Church leaders and Christian parents, she 

warns, must be ready to counter that growing 

interest among their youth.  

Crouse cites an article in Religion Journal 

which said youth pastors in the Southern 

Baptist Convention, “we’re worried about large 

numbers of evangelicals taking part in Wicca, a 

religion that involves nature worship, stresses 

moral autonomy, and includes remedies and spells” -- beliefs that Crouse points 

out are distinctly different from orthodox Christianity, not to mention 

incompatible with the Bible."... Wiccans believe in moral autonomy -- [that] 

'nobody can tell me what to do.' And I think particularly with young people ... 

that's a very desirable thing; they don't want the church telling them that there are 

boundaries, [that] there are things that they can't do," she explains. "Another one 

is that they don't believe in having authorities beyond human constructs; that we 

as individuals have the responsibility to shape our own beliefs and there's no evil 

beyond that." 

Crouse, who directs Concerned Women for America's Beverly LaHaye Institute, 

says the interest in Wicca can be traced to recent books featuring witchcraft and 

similar topics. "Some people think this goes back to the books that were so 

popular up until recently, and so many of the games and television programs that 

feature witchcraft and magic and fairy tales that have a dimension to it that if you 

just pull out some kind of spell you can make anything happen," she says. "This 

has really become quite entrenched in many of the young people's groups and in 

evangelicals in particular." According to Crouse, "earth worship" -- as she 

describes Wicca -- appeals to people who do not want to be bound by any book 

of authority or have imposed on them any requirements to be "believers." 

http://www.onenewsnow.com/Church/Default.aspx?id=68203 

 

http://www.cwfa.org/articles/14744/BLI/commentary/index.htm
http://www.onenewsnow.com/Church/Default.aspx?id=68203


~ 70 ~ 

Further comments by Ray Luff: 

Wicca is a Do it Yourself (DIY) religion. It is not a far stretch from what has 

been being taught in evangelical circles for the past 50 years that our youth are 

taking when they turn to Wiccan beliefs. 

Most Christian bookstores today have more than fifty percent of the shelves 

stacked with Self-Help books which are strongly geared toward applying 

Psychology to aid in self enhancement. Marketing methods are being fed to the 

Churches in books such as the ‘Purpose [Market] Driven Church’. These books 

tell us that we need to adapt our Churches to meet the needs of [Self] Seekers. 

Many Christian writers tell us that the way we did things in the 19
th
 century met 

the needs of people but that we must now rethink the way we do things and make 

our meetings more relevant to today’s visitor. We are told that we will grow the 

numbers in our meetings by doing this and thus we will fulfill the great 

commission which is stated to be the numerical growth of people who gather in 

our church buildings.  

Jesus never told us to set our goal to merely grow our numbers. He told us to be 

disciples (disciplined followers) and to make disciples (other disciplined 

followers). Part of that discipline is to overcome our fleshly self-indulgent ways, 

not to pamper them. Every time we ourselves become a disciple and every time 

we make a new disciple we are fulfilling the Great Commission. (Mark 16:15, 
Matt 28:19) 

Many of the methods and teachings that are sweeping evangelical churches today 

are coming from Psychology. For example we are being taught that we must love 

ourselves before we can love others.
31

  Our Lord told us that the greatest 

commandment is to Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and 
strength. (Deut 6:5) He told us that the second commandment was to love your 
neighbor as you love yourself. (Matt 22:35-40) He did not say it was a 

commandment that we love ourselves. He said we must turn our focus away from 

ourselves first to God the father and then to others. This is true love that Jesus 

was talking about. True love 1 Cor. 13 – 5b ... does not seek its own. True love is 

the love you give away to others. Selfishness is the opposite of true love, 

whereby the participant loves himself and demands that others do this as well. 

Our youth have been taught to be ‘lovers of themselves’. This is the problem that 

we are now facing as Do It Yourself (DIY) Religious expression has entered the 

Church and leading our youth toward Wiccan.  

                                                 
31 See our tract entitled “Love”  http://bbieldoor.no-ip.org/pdf/eng_love_sm.pdf 
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The bible has some serious things to say about the way the world will be in the 

last days just prior to Christ’s return. 2 Timothy 3 – 1 But know this, that in the 
last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, 
brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. 
And from such people turn away! 6 For of this sort are those who creep into 
households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led 
away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

  
 


