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We at Bible Door have been in the habit of being well informed of Internet 
Ministries which share concern with us for the promotion of Non-Sectarian 
goals. We are well familiar with the attempt of the Christian Brethren of Ontario 
(also Known as Plymouth Brethren or just Brethren) to reflect the core values 
of Christianity and to have fidelity to the original practices of the 1st and 2nd 
Century church. For this reason when we discovered the Vision Ministries 
website we decided to add a link under our Non-Sectarians section of our 
website.  

Vision Ministries likes to think that they have the vision that is needed in order 
for the Modern Brethren Movement to “Progress” to something more modern. 
One of the ministries that they think they are qualified to perform is that of 
finding a hired full-time pastor for Assemblies which until recently have not 
entertained having one. They attract such persons from other “like minded” 
churches. They also have been writing documents to act as policy statements 
on various topics to assist assemblies in making the “Progress” that they see 
as needed. 

In reviewing the Vision Ministries website initially back in 2005 one of our 
immediate concerns was that they had a statement of faith that could be 
downloaded and used by an assembly. The statement of faith said this under 
the title Trinity. “Wheras we can find no single verse in The Bible that contains 
the Trinity we most assuredly believe in the Trinity.”  We wrote them at the time 
to tell them of the verse in the NKJV bible that has been removed in most other 
modern bibles. 1 John 5 - 7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.  

The Vaticanus and Sinaticus Manuscripts which are not used in KJV and NKJV 
bibles but are used for the NIV bible actually do not contain verse 7 at all but 
the modern translators not wishing to raise alarm add these few words in so as 
not to bring about undue alarm by their readers that a whole verse might be 
missing from The Bible. 1 John 5 - 7 For there are three that testify: (NIV)  We 
brought this to Gordon Martin’s attention (President of Vision Ministries) 
regarding the possible misinterpretation of God’s word, noting that all scripture 
quotation at his website use the NIV version of the bible. And we also brought 
to Gordon’s attention that his statement could be misconstrued as meaning 
there are no verses in the bible from which to prove the bible teaches the 
doctrine of the Trinity.  

As a result of our prodding Gordon promptly changed the statement at his 
website to simply state “we believe in the Trinity” and he chose not to give any 
scriptural references for that belief whatsoever. One need not look further than 
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John 14 to prove that the Bible clearly teaches the trinity. We are told in that 
passage that God the Holy Ghost is given to live in the believer “forever” and if 
that believer obeys the commandments of God he will have the manifesting of 
God the Son and of God the Father as well in his life. All three persons of the 
Godhead; dwelling in the life of the disciplined believer. (see also Eph 1:13,14) 

More recently we noticed at Gordon’s website that he has a section entitled 
“Emerging Pastors and Leaders”. When we placed our cursor over this menu 
bar a picture of a young black girl appeared. No males. We contacted Gordon 
via email and asked him if he advocated the training of Woman Pastors?  
Gordon promptly apologized that only a woman appeared on that screen and 
said he would soon correct this to include males. In the June 2009 VMC News 
magazine it was reported by VMC that they are in the business of trying to 
change the assemblies regarding the roles of women in leadership.   

Grace Chapel’s encounter with VMC’s teaching on types of leaders has 
supported the implementation of this focus. ... they resolved to give the 
visionary more room to pursue his sometimes “edgy” and future-focused 
ideas. Over the last three years, Grace Chapel has been working through 
the issue of women in leadership. “In large part a transition has been 
made,” says Mark, adding that “it was vital to have all three kinds of leaders 
operating within the congregation.”  

Once again we decided to peruse Gordon’s site. We were wondering if these 
are mere mistakes that are being made by his ministry? That’s when we found 
a document on his site which he entitles “Raising the Bar on Communion”. We 
feel compelled to rebut Gordon’s vision for our assemblies with regard to this 
“raising of the bar”. We have endeavoured to keep Gordon’s original tract in 
tact as the outline for the remainder of this document with the exception that I 
have added this introduction and our comments in the footnotes of the 
document. We have also written a companion book which is intended to fully 
explain our position entitled “The Early Church”.  The Bible says, 2 Timothy 2 - 
15 Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that need not be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Each of us is ultimately accountable to God for the things that we conclude as 
we study his word and for the things we teach others. We trust that God will 
grant discernment to His people to know which teachings in this document are 
of Him and for His glory. 

 

 

Ray Luff
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1 The Bible never calls it the communion service it is called “The Lord’s Supper” 
The Lord’s Supper includes the “breaking of bread” but simply breaking bread 
from house to house in Acts 2 does not take the place of the Lord’s Supper 
Meeting which is outlined between 1 Corinthians 11 to 14. 
2 In some cases it is in transition and in some cases it is not. 
3 Is Gord referring to the Me-First Generation? This is the first Generation which 
has been taught Self Love and is generally (self)-seeking. See our tract entitled 
“Love” in the Companion Book “the Early Church”. 
4 The ‘deep feelings’ Gord talks about betray a belief that the Lord's Supper 
meeting was designed to meet our needs. The Lord was very clear that He 
desires worshippers; (John 4:20) Ones who are God centered and not (self)-
seeking. Jesus defined the greatest commandment as love toward God 
(Deuteronomy 6:5, Matthew 22:35-40; Mark 12:28-31, Luke 10:25-28) All the 
other commandments were summarized as love toward our neighbour. 
(Matthew 22:40) No injunction to love or pamper ourselves or the (self)-seeker 
was given.  
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5 One must once again assume that Gord is talking about an impact on the 
(self)-seeker as opposed to an act of obedience toward our Lord (1 Corinthians 
11:24-25) 
6 Actually there is no more legitimacy for only one service on a Sunday today 
than there was during the first three centuries of the church. During the first 
three centuries Sunday was a regular work day. The church at that time 
recognized that not everyone could get the day off, in fact most couldn’t. They 
also recognized the “Lord’s Supper” to be the most important event of the 
Church so they would hold it at 6:00 pm in the evening in order that all could 
attend. We have an example of such an evening Lord’s Supper meeting 
followed by a sermon that lasted until midnight in Acts 20. The women, children 
and the men that could be available also met earlier in the day at noon for a time 
of informal teaching. That is why over the past two millennia, the majority of 
churches until very recently maintained morning and evening services on 
Sundays. Today there are many who are forced once again to work on 
Sundays. They might be able to attend an evening service but at the same time 
this trend toward working on Sunday’s is happening many churches are closing 
their doors to evening services. Because the Lord’s Supper meeting, is the most 
important meeting of the church and because visitors are more willing to attend 
in the mid-day, we ought to once again consider conducting the Lord’s Supper 
meeting at 6:00 pm as this service is meant more for the believers in the 
assembly and not for unbelievers. Then we could give the more popular noon 
hour time over to the ministry of the gospel to newcomers, and we could follow 
the Lord’s supper meeting in the evening with a ministry meeting for believers.  
7 In the first century the Lord’s Supper meeting was seen as a great offence to 
the non-Christian world; why should it be anything less today? We were called a 
cult because we had a preoccupation with the death of our leader. We were 
persecuted and martyred for our offensive practices and beliefs. The Lord’s 
Supper meeting cannot be given a veneer to make it more attractive to 
unbelievers. Its attraction is to those who have been buried and raised with 
Christ in the waters of baptism.(Colossians 2:12) There is nothing wrong with 
having a service which is outreach oriented on a Sunday, but it must not be 
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mixed with a meeting which was never intended as an outreach meeting.  Gord 
admits there is a dilemma in trying to fit the Lord’s Supper meeting into a gospel 
meeting. That is because he is missing the purpose for the Lord’s Supper is to 
worship our Lord. If someone happens to be among us who is not saved they 
must see us do this in a respectful manner, but that does not mean that the 
purpose of the “Lord’s Supper” meeting is to satisfy the (self)-seeker. The 
purpose is for the believer. Ephesians 2 - 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, 
8  Christians grow in their faith when they are encouraged to obey our Lord’s 
wishes to remember Him as often as they meet. They grow in their faith when 
they are taught not to come to church to have their needs fulfilled but to worship 
our Lord (John 4:20) and to learn to be disciplined followers of Christ who seek 
God’s approval (2 Tim 2:15); and in turn have the responsibility to create other 
disciplined followers (Matthew 28:19)  
9  Again Gord seems to be attempting a (self)-seeking experience rather than a 
God directed one. 
10 The fact that the Anglican denomination holds similar beliefs only testifies 
further to the truth of this early apostles’ doctrine (Acts 2:42, 1 Cor. 11:23). The 
Plymouth Brethren however, made a radical departure from all of the other 
churches in the late 1820’s to allow for the leading of the Holy Spirit to reflect the 
New Testament Pattern set forth in 1 Cor. 14 for all of their meetings. The 
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Brethren considered this a call to go outside the camp to worship our Lord. 
(Exodus 33:7).  In time most Brethren assemblies elected to have a designated 
speaker for their Sunday Gospel and Ministry meetings leaving the Lord’s 
Supper meeting, and the conversationally based midweek bible study and 
prayer meeting open to the leading of the Holy Spirit according to the pattern of 
1 Cor. 14.  In recent years even the midweek meetings in many assemblies 
have discontinued being conversational in nature or have become divided up 
into small groups in which it cannot be said the full church (ecclesia) is present. 
Now even the Lord’s Supper meetings are under attack by those who in the 
name of “Progress” seem to want our assemblies’ return to the main camp of 
needs fulfillment of the laity by a few clergy members; something which trends 
toward the love of Nicolaitanism (Harsh rule over the laity) which is hated by 
God (Rev 2:6) and denies the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers (Exod. 
19:6, Isaiah 61:3, 1 Pet. 2:9, Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:6 ) 
11 Who instituted the simplicity of the Lord’s Supper meeting? Who asked us to 
remember the death of our Lord Jesus Christ? (Luke 22:19) 
12 Who is it that is to be the judge of the attractiveness of the Lord’s Supper 
meeting? Is it to be the (self)-seeker, or our Lord who instituted it?  
13 ‘Through the years’ constitutes almost 2000 years so far. 
14 The question Gord ought to be asking is when did the Lord’s Supper meeting 
gain central importance? His comment makes it appear as though men added 
significance to this meeting over an extended period of time which is not true.  
Acts 20:7 indicates that it was the reason why just the believers met in an upper 
room, whereas earlier in Acts 2 they met in a public place and evangelized the 
unsaved. The Lord’s Supper meeting in Acts 20 was a different kind of meeting 
which was intended for the Royal Priesthood to attend only. It was not intended 
for the unsaved. Heb 13:10 points out that even the unregenerate Levitical 
priesthood has no right to eat from the alter that we eat from as Gods special 
people.  Hebrews 13 - 10 We have an altar from which those who serve the 
tabernacle have no right to eat.  
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15 It is not a requirement to be upbeat about the death of our Lord. In fact it is 
required that we be down beat. We are told to remember Christ’s death until He 
comes (1 Cor. 11:26). We can also celebrate His resurrection which is an 
upbeat.  
16 What relevance is Gord referring to? Is it relevance geared toward satisfying 
the (self)-seeker or towards disciplining the Christians to seek God’s approval of 
their lives?  In 2 Tim. 2:15 we are told to study God’s word for such approval 
and we preach God’s word in order to correct those that contend with it. (Titus 
1:8, 2 Tim. 2:24, 2 Tim. 3:16) We are told the Gospel is an offence (Matt. 13:57, 
Matt. 11:6). The Bible teaches that Jesus often drove the crowds away with his 
teachings (1 Tim. 4:1). We are told that there will come a time when people will 
be lovers of themselves and  will not stand for strong doctrine and will turn aside 
to things that that appeal to their (self)-seeking nature (2 Tim. 3:1-5). The 
answer is not to give them less sound doctrine. The answer is to let them turn 
away so that we can maintain the purity of our local testimony by not letting it be 
polluted with scoffers who take up residence without becoming regenerate. This 
is precisely what has happened to many of the churches that are inside the 
camp where the scoffers have succeeded in rising even to positions of 
leadership. 
17 Should they be? 1 Cor. 14 says “if a an unlearned man is present”. This would 
suggest that normally one is not present. 2 Cor 6:14- 18 says “And what 
communion has light with darkness? ... Or what part has a believer with an 
unbeliever? ... 17 Therefore “Come out from among them  And be separate, says 
the Lord.  Do not touch what is unclean,  And I will receive you.” From Heb 
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13:10 we can also deduce that unsaved persons are not included in true 
worship.  (also John 4:20) 
18 How can you accomplish having 3 speakers, 3 songs and 3 hymns (1 Cor. 14) 
if the time is shortened? If you shorten the service so that ministry as by the 
leading of the Spirit by several of the men could continue for the remaining time, 
I would have no objection to a change like that.  It would accomplish giving an 
opportunity for exhortation which would better fit the pattern of 1 Cori. 14 as we 
currently restrict the meeting to discussion to the remembrance of our Lord.  
19 Gord has just changed his mind about what this paper is about. He said 
earlier it was primarily for those who wish to maintain 2 services but would be 
also for those who use Communion as a segment of another service. Now he 
says that his purpose is the eliminating the Lord’s Supper meeting as a separate 
meeting. 
20 We should not confuse the (self)-seeker who might happen to come into a 
charismatic church and hear tongues without interpretation and a person who 
might attend the Lord’s Supper meeting and observe us worshipping our Lord. 
Gord uses this verse out of context when he tries to have it means something 
other than this. 1 Cor. 14 - 22 Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who 
believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those 
who believe... 24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person 
comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. Unfortunately many 
services in the main preaching time today are being given over to other similar 
distractions such as wild music and pantomime or feel good messages with no 
mention of hell or anything negative in many of today’s purpose (Market) driven 
churches. A clearer note is actually sounded in the Lord’s Supper meetings that 
are Spirit led. 
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21 This feeling of “wonder and magnificence” is not a requirement of obeying our 
Lord’s commandment to “Do this in Remembrance of Me.” 
22 The cross can be sanitised and stripped of its original awful significance which 
indicated that Jesus died the death of a criminal.(Isaiah 53:2-3) You can have a 
jeweller mould Gold into the shape of the cross and make a trinket with 
diamonds fastened to it, but such a cross only serves to divert our attention from 
Christ’s suffering on our behalf. What dignity did Christ have on the Cross, What 
beauty was there in his face that we should behold Him? Isaiah 53 - 2 .. There is 
no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men,  
Seeker sensitive meetings encourage us to leave our bibles at home. They 
encourage us not to remember our Lord’s death on the cross. When we fail to 
have meetings which are specifically designated to remember our Lord we are 
guilty of rejecting our Lord because we don’t think He is beautiful enough when 
remembered as He asked us.  The bible indicates that we should be shocked, 
horrified, Astonished as we gaze upon His face, not entertained, finding beauty 
and richness of our own experience which is a perversion of God’s purpose of 
having us gaze on it. Isaiah 52 - 14 Just as many were astonished at you, So His 
visage was marred more than any man,  Never once does The Bible tell us that 
we come away from the “The Lord’s Supper meeting”, feeling Good about 
ourselves. 
23 This entire document has one thing in common from Gord, it lacks bible 
quotation to make his claims and you will notice this list has nothing in it of what 
God wants it is a list of what “We Want”. Gord makes claims of needing a bible 
anchor but does not offer one. 
24 Instead of talking about what “we want” we ought to be talking about what our 
Lord wants. Perhaps calling the meeting by the name that our Lord called it “The 
Lord’s Supper meeting” instead of “Communion” would help us to remember 
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who is the author and owner of the meeting. It certainly is not ourselves, it is our 
Lord. The word “communion” reminds us of God’s second commandment “to 
love our communion with God”. The name “Lord’s Supper Meeting” reminds us 
of the greatest commandment which is to place the Love of our Lord first. 
25 Are we to quote Gord for where we get our instruction on the “Lord’s Supper” 
He offers us no proof of claims such as “warfare” as being part of the Lord’s 
Supper. If we want to know God’s instruction on these matters we must first 
admit something that God says about himself in Isaiah 55 - 8 My ways are not 
your ways and My thoughts are not your thoughts. Therefore we must admit that 
no matter how clever we are, we cannot be successful at pleasing God by 
coming up with a format for a meeting that is based on worldly wisdom. But God 
does say in Romans that “we must have the Mind which is in Christ Jesus”. So 
therefore we know it is possible to have God’s thoughts. How then are we to 
have His thoughts?  
26  The Christians initially celebrated the Lord’s Supper in their homes. The 
temples did not yet recognize the Lord or the Lord’s Supper, nor do they today. 
The early Christians would meet wherever they could in addition to attending the 
Temple until such time as they were kicked out of the temples and forced to 
form their own places of worship. The Lord’s Supper meeting became the 
hallmark of why they met. Acts 20 - 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the 
disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, 
spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 8 There were many 
lamps in the upper room where they were gathered together. You will note that 
the Lord’s Supper meeting was held as a Supper meeting in the evening hours 
followed by teaching which lasted until midnight in this case. We can assume 
there was no praise band either. What was the main attraction of the meeting? It 
was the Word as it was taught to them by the Apostle Paul. 1 Cor. 10 - 14 
Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak as to wise men; judge for 
yourselves what I say. 16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of Christ? 17 For we, though many, are one bread and 
one body; for we all partake of that one bread. 18 Observe Israel after the flesh: 
Are not those who eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar? 19 .... the things 
which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do 
not want you to have fellowship with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the 
Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s Table and of the 
table of demons. 22 Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger 
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than He? We ought not to incorporate things into the Lord’s Supper meeting 
which would attract the (self)-seeker to attend. We ought not to allow anything 
other than the Lord Himself and His word to have a place in our meetings. The 
body of Christ is specifically mentioned here. The Evangelism opportunities we 
read of in Acts 2 were in the open air and in the market place but consistently 
when the Christians met at the table of the Lord to celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
they are referred to as “the body of Christ”. Anything else is to accept a sacrifice 
to demons and to have our communion that we celebrate lose its purpose. 
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27 Gord has switched to the New Living Translation for this quotation of Acts 
chapter two. A more accurate translation renders the verse accordingly. Acts 2 - 

42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. ... 46 So continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with 
gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 
The translator of the Living Bible is guilty of offering a private interpretation by 
claiming the breaking of bread from house to house spoken of in Acts 2:46 is the 
Lord’s Supper meeting.  2 Peter 2 - 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is of any private interpretation, 
28 This item should be added to the list. The Lord’s Supper Meeting confirms 
our commitment to Christ. 
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29 Instead of talking about what “we want” we ought to be talking about what our 
Lord wants. Perhaps calling the meeting by the name that our Lord called it “The 
Lord’s Supper meeting” instead of “Communion” would help us to remember 
who is the author and owner of the meeting. It certainly is not ourselves, it is our 
Lord. The word “communion” reminds us of God’s second commandment “to 
love our neighbours”. The name “Lord’s Supper Meeting” reminds us of the 
greatest commandment however which is to place the Love of our Lord first. The 
sin of Babel was based on their attempt to satisfy what their own desires, rather 
than asking God what He desires. (Genesis 11:3,4) 
30 In the Tabernacle of the Old Testament there were only two types of people 
that were allowed into the tabernacle. There were the priests and the high priest. 
Only priests can offer the sacrifices of praise during our Lord’s Supper Meetings. 
It is a meeting for the Church and not for the unsaved.  However should an 
unsaved person be present they must be asked to observe without taking part in 
the emblems or in an audible way. It is better to invite new comers to the gospel 
or ministry meetings of the assembly than to invite them to this special meeting 
that is designed specifically for God’s special people. (1 Peter 2:9) 
31 We are not faced with this dilemma unless we abandon having a separate 
Lord’s Supper meeting. 
32 The Lord himself is capable of directing the body of believers.  If there is 
something that goes against scripture the elders can correct this afterwards with 
the person or if someone shares something which goes against scripture 
someone else can share something that corrects it afterward.  All this can be 
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done in a loving manner.  We do not need to script these meetings and thereby 
defeat the leading of the Holy Spirit as described in 1 Corinthians 14. 
33 Same comment as for point  
34 These ideas do not reflect the Last Supper which Jesus celebrated in the 
upper room with His disciples. 
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35 There is no reason to integrate these meetings of the church. Many churches 
today are offering what I would call ‘Postage Stamp Christianity’.  They offer as 
little involvement as possible to a hedonistic culture that wants to devote more 
time to sports, leisure and entertainment and less time to serious study of God’s 
word and less time for gathering themselves together for corporate devotion to 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
36 This idea denies the leading of the Holy Spirit in this priestly meeting. This is 
one more meeting whereby if these changes are implemented the leading of the 
Spirit will be silenced, leaving only the prayer meeting as the last bastian where 
the Spirit is allowed to lead, But that meeting too seems to have gone missing in 
many churches as well. Is it any wonder that our Lord stands outside of the 
Church of Laodicea and knocks asking if they will let come in. Rev 3:20. 
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37 The evaluation of how well a meeting goes is not based on auditory skill of the 
participants. Paul was mightier with the pen than he was in word.  It is not the 
performance as if it is for an entertainment purpose that counts.  God wants true 
worshipers who will worship Him in spirit and in truth not in scripted prescribed 
ritual. (John 4:20) 
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38  Our Lord has already made that decision and He is clear about it in his word.  
He has decided the meeting is for believers. 1 Cor. 11 - 27 Therefore whoever 
eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord. 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks in an 
unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s 
body. 30 For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 31 
For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are 
judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the 
world.  Participants must be careful not to take the emblems with un-confessed 
sin in their lives. Paul is obviously speaking to Christians about this requirement.  
See also Acts 20:7 which also makes it clear that believers met to break bread. 
The “Progressives” are trying to teach that all the mentions to breaking bread in 
the bible are merely an overabundance of references to meals that were eaten. I 
don’t think our Lord would have recorded all of these occurrences in His word 
simply to remind us of all the meals that were eaten. Also this interpretation is a 
poor explanation of Acts 2 - 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. This “breaking 
of bread” would not be recorded here unless God were giving it a special 
meaning which lines up with other scriptures such as Acts 20:7 and the 
admonition against those that do not practice the Lord’s Supper meeting in 1 
Cor. 11:20. 
39 True leadership would be to teach the flock the importance of obeying God’s 
word and our Lord’s wishes. 
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40 1 Corinthians 14 - 34 Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are 
not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says. 35 
And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; 
for it is shameful for women to speak in church. Gordon’s interpretation violates 
this scripture. 
41 1 Corinthians 11 -  20 Therefore when you come together in one place, it is 
not to eat the Lord’s Supper. Gord suggests that it is when we come together in 
many places not one place and he implies that when we come in one place we 
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don’t need to remember our Lord in His own appointed way because that was 
accomplish in our many diverse places where some of us met but not all. 
42 Another helpful material that we suggest is the companion book that we made 
as part of this rebuttal entitled “The Early Church”.  We originally appended this 
booklet to this rebuttal tract but we felt that it is beneficial to have the book 
separated as an apologetic.  If you read our “Early Church” booklet you will see 
our message about why we should seek to follow the practices of the Early 
Church.  
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43 Gord favors a very poor translation called the New Living Translation for this 
verse.  The NLT ignores the original Greek in making its interpretation. The 
result is a private interpretation.  See footnote #27. 
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44 It is one meeting that ought not to be programmed but led of the Spirit. 1 Cor. 
14.  It also ought not to be integrated in the other meetings of the church. Our 
purpose for this meeting of the entire church is found in. 1 Cor. 11:20 
45  Our Lord leads whomever He will to participate according to 1 Cor. 14.  Any 
other sort of appointment in the Lord’s Supper meeting to ask people is a 
circumvention of the headship of Christ over His church. 
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46 Regarding friendship Sundays and the practice of inviting unsaved persons to 
the Lord’s Supper meeting, we must remember James 4 – 4b know ye not that 
the friendship of the world is enmity with God? But we ought not also forsake the 
assembling of our selves to our Lord.  Heb. 10 - 21 And having an high priest 
over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together  The purpose of the Lord’s Supper meeting is that the 
priesthood of all believers would draw near to God in worship the manner which 
our Lord taught us to worship Him. (1 Cor. 11.)  
47 See the section entitled ‘what about stern warnings related to communion’. 
We ought also consider whether the person has made a public profession of his 
faith in the waters of baptism. If they have not made a public confession they 
ought not to be taking part with the saints. Also Gordon seems to have ignored 
the injunction given in 1 Corinthians 14 regarding the participation of our women 
in these meetings.  1 Corinthians 14 - 34 Let your women keep silent in the 
churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, 
also 1 Corinthians 14 makes it clear that only 2 or 3 are to speak at the meeting. 
1 Corinthians 14 - 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 
There is room for all the men to speak over the course of several meetings but 
not in every meeting. 
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48 See comment in Footnote #47. 
49 Ephesians 2 – 1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, For this reason we must be careful that those who participate in 
our Lord’s Supper meetings are regenerate, born again believers. And even 
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then each must examine themselves each week that they are living under the 
authority of Christ. 
 



~ 25 ~ 
 

                                                 

50 One such reasonable indication is 1 Corinthians 16 - 1 ... Now concerning the 
collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so 
you must do also:  2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay 
something aside, storing up as he may prosper, 
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51 Firstly, the gift of tongues on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) seems to 
be more of a hearing gift of hearing than a gift of speaking as persons 
heard the preaching in three different languages simultaneously. 
Secondly. Most Pentecostals would agree that today’s version of the 
gift of prophecy is not considered to be worthy of adding more 
scriptures to our bibles. See our tract on “Beware of Benny” for an 
example of how easily today’s version of prophecy is often abused by 
televangelists.  With such examples, it is difficult for Brethren to believe 
that the true gift of prophecy has not ceased to exist. 
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52 (We have moved the service from 6 pm to 9:30 am now a days) 
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