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(We've asked 114 leaders from 11 
ministry spheres about evangelical 
priorities for the next 50 years. Here's 
what they said about evangelism.) 
 

There are 3.5 million churches worldwide. 
But fewer than 7 percent are evangelistic. 
That's a huge issue now and will be for the 
next 50 years, according to leading 
evangelists who spoke to Christianity 
Today. The evangelists told CT that the 
global rise of fundamentalism among 
Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists means 
churches also face a hostile climate for 
almost any kind of evangelistic outreach. 
 

Kumar Abraham, president of the Good 
News Evangelistic Association (GNEA) in 
Manila, told CT he expects more non-
Christian fundamentalists to persecute 
Christians who evangelize. But there's 
another concern that worries him. Abraham 
said, "Some parts of the church will turn 
against others, asking the church itself to 
be less aggressive in evangelism or 
pushing for the acceptance of universalism, 
saying this will facilitate peace among 
religions." 
  

The evangelists said too few churches place 
a high priority on soul-winning. Steven 
Douglass, president of Campus Crusade, 
said one reason seems to be that many 
Christians doubt that the Great Commission 
can ever be fulfilled. To the contrary, he said, 
Scripture would not include the Great 
Commission unless God expected it to be 
fulfilled. 
 
"It is my prayer that we, as evangelicals, will 
be willing to trust God fully," Douglass said. 
"He is overwhelming us with choice 
opportunities to win people to Christ." 
 

One of those choice opportunities comes 
through technology. Evangelist Greg Laurie 
said, "Jesus did not say the whole world 
should go to church, but he did say the 
church should go to the whole world. And, 
through modern technology, we now have a 
way to do that for almost any ministry." But 
Laurie and others fear that some church 
leaders, using media technology to be 
"culturally relevant," will water down the 
gospel. 
 
"The church has made such tremendous 
strides," said Laurie, "that now my only 
concern is that we're so cutting edge, we're 
so cool, and we're so hip. But are we still 
preaching the authentic gospel message?" 
 

Other evangelists said local churches have 
become too dependent on a single method 
of evangelistic outreach. Out of the 
Saltshaker author Rebecca Manley Pippert 
said, "For churches to become effective in 
evangelism, they need to develop an 

 
effective strategy that offers evangelism help 
on three levels: training in personal 
evangelism, small group evangelism, and 
large seeker events. Most churches settle 
for only one approach, and it is inadequate." 
 

Taking a global perspective, GNEA's 
Abraham said, "Evangelicals should shed 
any attitude of pride or arrogance in regard 
to other religions. There is no need to 
preach against other religions. We have 
been mandated to positively 'preach Christ 
and him crucified' and not to tear down other 
religions." 
 

Summing up, international evangelist 
Reinhard Bonnke said, "The church of Jesus 
Christ is not a pleasure boat, but a lifeboat 
for saving souls. And every hand is needed 
on deck. How do we launch lifeboats and 
how do we get all hands on deck? There is 
no other agenda. It's harvest time, and woe if 
we do not harvest." 
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"This article first appeared in October 
12,2006 issue of Christianity Today. Used 
by permission of Christianity Today 
International, Carol Stream, IL 60188." This 
article can be read at: 
 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/octo 
ber/30.76.html 



Further comments by Ray Luff, 
 

Another thing that Evangelicals should 
shed is the reluctance to preach. Jesus 
called all of His disciples for the 
purpose that they might preach. 

Mark 3 - 
14

 Then He appointed twelve, that 
they might be with Him and that He might 
send them out to preach, 

No one disciple was exempt. All of 
them were chosen to do this. 

After His resurrection from the dead the 
Lord Jesus gave His disciples the great 
commission.  

Mark 16 – 
15b

 Go into all the world and 

preach the gospel to every created being. 

Matt 28 - 
19

 Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations 

There is only one way to reach the world 
for Christ. It is through preaching. Jesus 
did not invite anyone to become a 
Christian. He invited them to become a 
disciple. Disciples are to create disciples. 
Disciples are to learn from their mentors 
and then they are to mentor others with 
what they have learned. It’s an endless 

loop. (2 Tim. 2:2) 

In the Twentieth Century much effort was 
made to soft pedal the gospel. Many 
speakers did not want to see themselves 
as preachers, as preaching got a bad rap. 
People thought of preaching as a harsh 
way of sharing their faith. Instead of 
doing it, many adopted the belief that 
they should show it by their actions 
instead and wait until they were asked. 

Ray Comfort, a famous evangelist 
stated that if everyone were to lead 

another to Christ every year that within 
30 years the entire population of the 
world would be Christian and there 
would be no one left to preach the 
gospel to. That tells me that the method 
of providing observation of our lives is 
not enough. It is not having enough 
effect to reach our world, although it is 
important. 

Disciples must take the commandments of 
God seriously. We cannot afford to be 
breaking God’s moral laws and expect 
others to listen to the things we have to 
say. God’s laws are to be written on our 
hearts so that it is our very nature to obey 
them. But we must also have something to 
say.  

I believe that Paul defined what it is that 
we must do if we are to reach others for 
Christ when he wrote Timothy saying,  

2 Timothy 4 – 
2
 Preach the word! Be ready 

in season and out of season. Convince, 
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 
teaching. 

Disciples need discipline in skillfully 
handling Gods word in preparation to 
always give a defense of the faith they 
have in our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Tim 
2:15) Disciples must be instant in season 
and out of season. This means they need 
to study the word to be usable this way. 

Preaching is not listed as a speaking gift. 
This is because God gives each of us 
various gifts to use in our preaching. 

Ephesians 4 - 
11

 And He Himself gave some 
to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and 

teachers, 
12

 for the equipping of the saints 
for the work of ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ, 

If your gift is that of Pastor then your 
preaching may be in counselling a person, 
;one on one. You are preaching when you 
do the three things mentioned by Paul. 

“Convince, Rebuke or Exhort.” There are 
times for each of these types of preaching. 
Our preaching will have the desired effect 
if its source is the Word of God and it is 
controlled by the Holy Spirit who 
indwells the believer. 

Some will aspire to the platform. They 
can help equip the saints. But the saints 
are the ones that will fulfill the great 
commission during the week, in their 
home bible studies with their families (try 
inviting friends and neighbours, children 
that refuse to attend church can be 
reached when the bible is opened at the 
dinner table.), in their work place (try 
reading your bible in the cafeteria at lunch 
and pray for people to come over and 
inquire about it.), wherever God leads you 
in His service. 

Preaching is something that we all ought 
to be doing. We all ought to think of 
ourselves as preachers of the good news 
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
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